
 

 

 

Volume 13 Edition 2, August 2016 
 

From the Presidents Pen, 
 
A Glorious Winter to you all, 
 
I write this on a short break back in Canberra from my favourite winter places, the Snowy Mountains of 
NSW and the Victorian Alpine High Country. 
 
I ask forgiveness for this late edition from the POV that there are many references to events that have past 
surrounding Vietnam Veterans Day on 18th August.  Hilton had his draft to me a couple of weeks ago, but I 
am only now able to return to the Canberra Office. 
 
July and August are my busiest months coaching young snow sport athletes as well as live in coach for the 
Royal Australian Navy, Cross Country Skiing and Biathlon Team for the first two weeks of August.  Like most 
of us, I am PRA (Past Retirement Age) but this mostly voluntary work, with the most fantastic kids as well 
as serving Navy members, keeps me fit and more importantly, keeps my mind active. 

 
This brings me to the theme of my "Prez Pen" this edition,  "Growing Old but Thriving".  My next door 
neighbour, wine drinking buddy and G.P. is 76 years old this year.  He is still in General Practice 4.5 long 
days a week, taking Friday afternoons off for golf.  He still does the City to Surf each year.  He has told me 
that my habits of "non-frantic" but continuous exercise and hobbies that test my hand-eye coordination 
and my reasoning faculties, are keeping me a decade or more younger than my peer group that he sees in 
his practice. 
 
It really doesn't take much, and you can keep within the boundaries of your physical ailments yet still 
exercise what you have left and more importantly, work your brain to keep it's natural plasticity forming 
new links and making the most of what remains as it shrinks (ha ha). 
 
My "wrist-top" GPS tells me I averaged 14km of skiing a day just coaching and doing lessons so far this 
season.  When not skiing, I walk or swim for about 40 mins a day as a habit. What I get with some distance 
skiing, walking around the Mall or mowing or gardening is a bonus. 
 



Mental agility is easy and a pleasure for me.  I am learning watch and clock making and my latest project is 
re-building a mid 1800s French striking Mantle Clock.  Will I ever get it back together?  Going to your local 
"Men's Shed" is as good as it gets for this sort of mind exercise 

 
So the message is, if it's soft and fleshy, (muscle and fat) joined together with hard bits, (bones and joints) 
or grey matter (brain), or pumps fluids in your piping (heart and circulation) exercise it and use it - or lose 
it. 
 

And finally a bit of suggested, and light, reading on the matter of Brain Plasticity.... 
 
"Read the incredible stories brain expert Norman Doidge tells as he reveals our 
brain's remarkable ability to repair itself. In "The Brain That Changes Itself", 
Doidge introduces us to the fascinating stories at the cutting edge of the brain 
science and the emerging discipline of 'neuroplasticity'. We meet the stroke 
victim who unable to feed or dress himself learned to move and talk again, the 
woman with a rare brain condition that left her feeling as though she was 
perpetually falling but who through a series of exercises rewired her brain to 
overcome this and the maverick scientists over turning centuries of assumptions 
about the brain and it's capacity for renewal.  
 
 

 
 
Enjoy this edition, 
 
Your President 
Warren "Noddy" Feakes  
 

P.S.  See "Around the Water Cart, for details of our Centenary Medallion that your Committee has 
produced to commemorate the 100 years of service of 107 Battery from August 1916 to present. 
It's unique....Nod. 
  



Around the Water Cart: Furphies and other sometimes good useful but often useless information acquired, 
scrounged and stolen by your Secretary and others. 
 

 
 

 

   WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM - LEST WE FORGET 
 
Bdr Lloyd Greentree   
Lloyd Sidney Greentree past-away on 18 Apr 2016 at Ingham, North Queensland, from cancer of the 
lungs, a complication of the anti-rejection drugs he had taken since his kidney transfer twenty years 
ago. The cancer had been triggered from a skin myeloma operated on in 2014 and 99% removed.  
 
Lloyd was born in western NSW on 30 April 1944. He served as a regular bombardier in HQ Bty, 4 
Field Regiment, Townsville and Vietnam in the late 1960's and early 1970's. In mid 1969 the Aust-
component of the Battery was live firing four 25 Pounder guns at Townsville’s High Range Training 
Area. Before the main body of the Battery returned from Terendak, Lloyd was one of several gun 
qualified Bdrs who filled Gun Number One positions during the live firing of the 25 Pounders. Lloyd 
developed a close association with 107 Battery and in 2008 joined the Association as a life member. 
 
For many years Lloyd was President of the Herbert River (Ingham) RSL and on each occasion the 
Battery held a reunion in Townsville, he insisted on the Reunion visiting Ingham where he would give 
an extensive tour of the region and provide substantial refreshments at his modernised RSL Sub-
Branch and Club. 
 
VALE: 
Bdr Lloyd Sidney GREENTREE was attached to 107 Field Battery as a Gun Number One from 
Headquarters Battery in 1969 for live firings of the 25 Pounders by the Battery Australian Component. 
Born on 30 April 1944, Lloyd passed away in Ingham, North Queensland, on 18 April 2016 from lung 
cancer, a complication of his kidney transfer some 20 years earlier. His wife Rhonda survives Lloyd.  

--------------------------------------------- 
From Neil Layton, 
Hilton, I have confirmed that Sgt (later Capt) A E (Alby) Sheridan has passed away. Alby was a 
TARA Sgt with the Bty prior to Malaysia. No other details at this time. Regards Neil 

---------------------------------------------- 
 
Don Donkin: It is with a heavy heart that I advise the death of Don Donkin at 9am this morning 
(Saturday 30 July 2016).  The Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery has lost another Gunner of 
Distinction. 
Warrant Officer Class One DWB (Don) DONKIN MBE (1929-2016  ) 
Donald Wellow Baldwin Donkin was born on 3 January 1929 at Marrickville, NSW.  He attended 
school at Christian Brothers College, Manly till 14 years of age then worked as a hotel night clerk.  
Don enlisted in the Army in 1947 and served with the British Commonwealth Occupation Forces 
(BCOF) in Japan. Returning to Australia, he joined the Regular Army and served as a sergeant in 
Korea during 1953. In late 1954, Don became an artillery battery sergeant major and in 1963, one of 
the early members of the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam.  His service at Khe Sanh led to his 
being appointed a Member of the British Empire and awarded the US Bronze Star and US Air Medal 

Artillery adds dignity to what would otherwise be a vulgar brawl. 
Frederick the Great 
 

Sadly, two fine Black Sheep accept their final posting to the 
Great Gun Park, plus WO1 Gunner RSM and a Gunner from 

103 Battery in the lead up to the Battle of Long Tan. 
End of Mission - job well done. 



(Army). A career highlight in 1968 was carrying the Australian flag in Paris for the 50th anniversary of 
the Armistice. WO1 Donkin returned to Vietnam in 1970 as an artillery regimental sergeant major 
(RSM). His last six years in the Army were spent as the RSM of the School of Artillery at Manly 
1973. He discharged in 1980. 
 
Don married Moira in 1951 and they had two sons and two daughters.  After leaving the Army, he 
worked on the NSW Repatriation Review Board then as a protocol officer for the state premier during 
Australia's Bi-Centenary celebrations.  He finally retired in 1989.  Sadly, Moira predeceased him in 
2013. 
 
Vale Warrant Officer Class One Don Donkin MBE - BCOF Gunner, Korea infantryman, Vietnam 
Training Team leader, Artillery RSM and passionate Manly Sea Eagles supporter; a gentleman Gunner 
of Distinction gone to the Great Gun Park Up Above after 87 years of service to his country. 
Ubique, Arthur Burke. 

---------------------------------------------- 
Update from Lindsay ‘Warrie’ Walpole: Well troops I had my final chemo yesterday, Fri 13 May 
16  - a great day for the last one hey, all the blood plates where high so that was great. Now I have a 
PET scan to assess response to first line therapy for Non-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, either during 
treatment or within 3 months of completion. Then on the same day I have a PET/CT for Neck/Chest/ 
Abdo/Pelvis and in Jun, I will find out the good or bad news, so until them I know as much as you do.  
Warrie has subsequently reported that his treated cancer is in remission but has he has a possible 
amorism on the brain and is to see his specialist for results in next weeks. To add injury to insult, 
Warrie damaged his hand-unscrewing the lid of a jar of marmalade and ripped the tendon off his little 
finger. So Warrie is going through the wars at present. We wish you the best Lindsay  

---------------------------------------------- 
 
Promoted Bombardier: Some fifty years after first joining the Battery, Ian (Bozo) Simpson has been 
promoted to Bombardier in recognition of his duties as Association Welfare Officer and in expectation 
of his work in organizing the next Australia based Reunion, Seymour 2018.  
 

 
 
With the assistance of Di Lucas and Annette Connellan to attach the new stripes, the overwhelmed and 
surprised Bdr Simpson commenced his new life in the Battery Association. A full report of the 
Reunion is also in this edition. 
Editor: Some advice from the many who have preceded you Bozo, the promotion to the rank of Bombardier is 
something you should look forward to experiencing a number of times before graduating to the Snake Pit!   

---------------------------------------------- 
 
Reunion 2017 Malaysia: The long awaited return to Malaysia is to take place in September 2017, 
exactly fifty years after the Battery’s original deployment to Terendak. A specially planned relaxed 
two-week tour commencing in Singapore, travelling north with special high-light stops and tours at 
Malacca, Port Dickson, Kuala Lumpur, Cameron Highlands, Ipoh and Penang. A holding deposit of 
$100 will secure your place now. The tour will be travelling in two coaches with around 24 in each 

The promotion was authorized and 
conducted by Battery Commander Major 
James Casey on the final evening of 
Reunion The Entrance, Tuesday 26 April 
2016. A surprised Gnr Simpson was 
collected from the floor of the Reunion 
by three of the currently serving Battery 
members and paraded before the BC, 
who outlined the requirements of a junior 
commander and his expectations of a 
bombardier in the Battery Association. 
Photo: Glenn Clarke 
 



coach for comfort and space to spread out and not be cramped. Arrange your own air travel to 
Singapore and return home from Kula Lumpur. The Reunion Tour will look after the rest except for 
some meals. Already 43 have registered comprising the Beamans, Bains, Burnetts, Eatons and party, 
Feakes, Jones Bryan and son, Jones (Trevor and Margret), Lenards, Nathans, Bauldy Moat, Patersons 
and party, Shellys, Simpsons, and Tapps. So get in quick to reserve your position on this history 
making, relaxes, friendly, exciting Reunion and Grand Tour of Malaysia. See our website 
www.107fdbty.com for full details and the Registration or contact Jon Eaton (mobile 0402 248 716) 
with questions. Final dates and price will be available shortly, to be posted on the Association’s 
website and advised direct to all those who have registered with their holding deposit.  

--------------------------------------------- 
 
One Hundred years ago in August 1916 - From the Battery at the Front 
Originally raised as 28th Battery at ‘Warren’ Marrickville Sydney in 1915 and equipped with 18 
Pounders, the Battery departed for England on the troop-ship SS Argyllshire on 11 May 1916 to 
arrived in southern England on 12 July 1916.  
 

 
The 4.6 inch Howitzer, as used by 107 Battery in the Western Front, on display at the Australian War 
Memorial. Photo by H. Lenard 
 
On or about the 1 August 1916, the Battery was re-equipped with 4.5-inch Howitzers and re-
designated 107th Howitzer Battery. The 7th Brigade was allocated to the Third Division AIF and 
remained in southern England until deploying to the Western Front in November 1916.  
 
The 7th FAB was the Great War equivalent of the Artillery Regiment of today. The 7th FAB was 
commanded by Lt Col H.D.K. Macartney, with Capt C.M. Sampson and two warrant officers, WO 
V.A. Curran and WO G. Snowdon. Capt C.N. Callow was the Regimental Veterinary Surgeon. The 
Headquarters also included three Lieutenants (G.W. Hammond, G.V. Moriarty and W.R. Johnston) 
four sergeants, (F. Buckle, L.P McMahon, A.W. Merritt & C.E. Thompson), four Bombardiers, four 
Corporals, 20 Gunners, 6 Drivers (driver was then a rank) and two Privates, a total of 48 all ranks. By 
mid-war the Regimental HQ had grown to 53 and on signing of the Armistice two years later, had a 
total strength of 71. For the entire tome on the Western Front, 7FAB comprised of three 18 Pounder 
equipped Batteries (25th, 26th and 27th Batteries) and 107th Howitzer Battery equipped with the 4.5-inch 
Howitzer    
 

Following the Gallipoli campaign, 
the Australian Artillery was 
reorganised to match its British 
counterpart. Initially Howitzer 
Brigades of three 4-gun Batteries 
were established, with the 
Batteries numbered consecutively 
from 101. However, by the time 7th 
Brigade arrived in England the 
Howitzer Brigades had been 
abolished and one Howitzer 
Battery was allocated to each of 
the Field Brigades.  

 



 
 
107 Battery Association Centenary Medallion 
 

 
 

------------------------------------------------ 
AUGUST --THIS MONTH in AUSTRALIAN MILITARY HISTORY 1914- 1919  
3 August 1914  Australia offers assistance to Great Britain 
3 August 1916 Australian Light Horse involved in Battle of Romani, Egypt 
4 August 1914  Britain declares war on Germany and Australia pledged a force of 20,000 but by the 
end of the war over 400,000 were in uniform.  
6 August 1915 Battle of Lone Pine begins on Gallipoli. The Lone Pine operation was planned as a 
diversion to draw Turkish reserves away from a major British attack to be launched at the northern end 
of the ANZAC position. The Australians suffered more than 2, 200 casualties at Lone Pine and the 
Turks over 5,000 Seven Australians were awarded the Victoria Cross.  
7 August 1915 Australians charge at The Nek 
8 August 1916 First Victoria Cross was won at Lone Pine 
8 August 1916 Battle for Mouquet Farm, near Pozieres was the focus of nine separate attacks by 
Australian troops between 8 Aug and 3 Sept. 11,000 Australians were killed or wounded in the 
fighting. 

The 3 Division, AIF, 
finally reached France in 
December 1916 and went 
into the line near 
Houplines, not far from 
Armentieres. Thus 107th 
Battery missed the 
heaviest battles of 1916. 
The 3rd Division remained 
in Flanders and in 2017 
entered the major battles 
at Messines and the third 
battle of Ypres. 
 

 

The 107 Battery Association has produced a Centenary 
Medallion to commemorate the 100 years of service of 107 
Battery from August 1916 to present. 
 
The medallion is in gold finish, 40 mm in diameter and 5 
mm thick  with Red and Blue infill. It includes the 
inscription 100 years of 107 Battery – Royal Australian 
Artillery  
 
The medallion depicts the outline in gold of the 4.5-inch 
Howitzer as was in use in 1916 on one side. 
 
The reverse side depicts the outline in gold of the M777 as is 
currently in use at Townsville in 2016.  
 
The commemorative medallion is available for purchase by 
financial members of the Association at just $10 plus p&p, 
see separate order form in this RAM Ramblings.  
 



8 August 1918 Beginning in thick fog, the Battle for Amiens delivers a devastating blow to the enemy. 
By nightfall all the allied objectives are gained.     
8 August 1918 A posthumous Victoria Cross won at Villers Bretonneux.  
9 August 1915 Another 6 Victoria Crosses are won at Lone Pine  
9 August 1918 Another posthumous Victorian Cross is awarded near Amiens 
9-12 August 1916 A Victorian Cross at Pozieres  
10 August 1914 Voluntary recruitment for the first Australian Imperial Force began and remained a 
volunteer force throughout the war. Two conscription referenda were defeated  
10 August 1919 Corporal A. Sullivan (ex AIF) with 45th Battalion Royal Fusiliers won the Victoria 
Cross at Dvina River, North Russia  
12 August 1918 Another Victoria Cross at Proyart, France  
19 August 1914 The Australian Naval and Military Expeditionary Force left Sydney to capture 
German possessions in the Western Pacific and in German New Guinea  
21 August 1915 Last major fighting on Hill 60, Gallipoli intended to widen and strengthen the corridor 
that connected the newly landed British Force at Suvla Bay with the beachhead at Anzac takes place  
23 August 1918 Victoria Cross at Herleville Wood, France  
23 August 1918 Victoria Cross at Madame Wood, France  
26 August 1916 6th Australian Brigade attacks Mouquet Farm, Pozieres  
27 August 1918 Victoria Cross near Bray, France  
29 August 1918 Sergeant S.G. Pearse (ex AIF) with 45th Battalion Royal Fusiliers Victoria Cross 
north of Emsta, North Russia  
29-30 August 1915 Victoria Cross at Hill 60, Gallipoli  
31 August 1918 Battle of Mont St Quentin  
31 August 1918 Victoria Cross Rood Wood, near Peronne  
 
Victorian Cross awards 1914-1918 
 

 
   
HILL 60 GALLIPOLI -1915 2nd Lieutenant H.V. Throssell 10th Light Horse  
WESTERN FRONT: 1916 Private M. O’Meara 16th Battalion -  1918 Lieutenant A.E. Gaby 28th 
Battalion (post.) Private R.M. Beatham 8th Battalion (post.); Sergeant P.C. Sutton 40th Battalion; 
Lieutenant W.D. Joynt 8th Battalion; Lieutenant L.D. McCarthy 16th Battalion; Lance Corporal 
B.S. Gordon 41st Battalion; Private G. Cartwright 33rd Battalion.  

 
----------------------------------------------- 

August 2016 - From the Battery Commander at Townsville: 
Fellow Rammers, it was a pleasure to join many of you for the Association’s reunion at The Entrance 
over the Anzac Day week. The Battery Sergeant Major and I are most grateful for the opportunity, and 
the team that joined us thoroughly enjoyed the time spent amongst you all. I even think Bozo managed 
to convince the BSM to join the Association’s reunion in Malaysia! What a magnificent linking of the 
past and present; to have six modern-day Rammers accepted so readily into the fold of the Association. 
I am forever grateful for the Association’s support, and I continue to sing your praise to the Battery – 
my hope is to have at least 25% of the Battery as members of the Association before I hand over to my 
successor on St Barbara’s Day in December. We noticed the absence of any representation from the 
post-1980s crowd at the reunion. While most of those who served in the 1980s and 90s are all probably 

LONE PINE - 1915  
Lance Corporal L. Keysor 1st Battalion  
Lieutenant W.J. Symons 7th Battalion  
Corporal A.S. Burton 7th Battalion  
Corporal W. Dunstan 7th Battalion  
Private J. Hamilton 3rd Battalion  
Captain A.J. Shout 1st Battalion (post.)  
Captain F.H. Tubb 7th Battalion  
 



still working (in their mid-late 50s), I agree with many of you that it’s important we make sure we 
capture this crowd before all our Vietnam and Malaysia veterans are too fragile to continue travelling 
across the country (and the world) every year or two. I will be looking out for these Olds and Bolds to 
put them in touch with the Association and make sure that he reunions don’t become a thing of the 
past. 
 
Since I last wrote, the Regiment’s manning and resources have made training difficult, but not 
impossible. Exercise CHAU PHA (May) saw a different approach to our training with the 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Alwyn Payne (a former Rammer) putting the observer group 
through its paces with a week-long series of planning activities: six hours to plan, six hours to execute 
the task, six hours to review and reconstitute, then on to the next task. The tasks varied from battalion-
level manoeuvre planning to small team tasks for Forward Observers. The activity was very 
worthwhile – I learned the value of incorporating senior soldiers into the planning process and 
underestimated the value of junior non-commissioned officers’ ability to conduct high-level planning – 
usually an “officer’s-only sport”. The next week was a trying week at that, seeing the Regiment 
undertake a number of tasks that, in all honestly, it was not ready for. Failure is a great learning tool, 
and we had it in spades at times, but I remain impressed by the flexibility of the troops and their 
leaders. In particular, the gun-line had only two guns, with a number of soldiers from Combat Service 
Support Battery (CSS Bty – transport, workshops, Q store) helping to man the detachments, which was 
no small feat. The guns were commanded by junior detachment commanders (lance bombardiers on 
their first or second time in command), and were being asked to do things we’d never done before. In 
one activity, the detachments ‘leap-frogged’ each other south to north up the FSB Joan-FSB Myrtle 
road. The detachments came into action, fired a mission, and then came out of action and advanced 
past the other detachment. The detachment commander chose his next platform within 200-300 metres 
of the other gun, and came into action to fire the next mission. It was difficult work, and required a lot 
of manhandling – which is very difficult with a 4 tonne gun, let alone an inexperienced detachment. I 
am very proud of the Battery’s achievements in the face of such adversity. 
 
The Battery also took part in the gun race held to celebrate the Regiment’s birthday in May. Despite 
the race against 109 Bty being close, the Rammers split the race wide open in the final stages to 
complete the course first by almost 30 seconds, only to lose due to a technicality. It was a 
heartbreaking result and as BC 109 Bty put it, ‘a very shallow victory indeed’. Continuing with 
Regimental competitions, the Rammers have come second in the swimming carnival (March) and just 
last week came a very close second to 106 Bty in the cross-country – an influx of new teenage soldiers 
fresh from the School aided 106 Bty greatly, despite a strong showing from the Rammers that had all 
onlookers convinced that we had it ‘in the bag’! We look forward to our next opportunity to seal a 
well-earned victory in the coming months and eventually return the Champion Battery trophy to the 
Battery Headquarters. 
 
Presently the Battery is preparing itself for the coming twelve months of ‘readying’. As you may 
know, between the Army’s three full-time combat brigades there is a rotation every 12 months 
between ‘readying’ for deployment, ‘ready’ to deploy, and in ‘reset’ after the two-year work up. Also, 
one of the infantry battalions is designated as the ‘Ready Battle Group’, augmented with armour, 
artillery, engineer and support attachments. The Ready Battle Group (RBG) is the Army’s short-notice, 
highly deployable strategic capability, able to be recalled, constituted and deployed in hours; preparing 
to become part of the RBG requires significant training, as there will be no time for advanced training 
once the callout is made. This responsibility will fall to our supported unit, the 1st Battalion the Royal 
Australian Regiment, and so the Rammers will form part of the 1 RAR’s RBG. The coming year will 
be very busy for the Rammers, including a surprise callout or two that will incorporate the full callout 
and deployment of the majority of the Battalion group into a training scenario. 
 
The coming months will see the Battery conduct Exercise NADZAB (High Range) in August, the 
Commanding Officer’s Challenge in September, and the Brigade live fire exercise in October. The 
Battery will also contribute to the RAA Command Post Exercise run annually at the School of 



Artillery at Puckapunyal in November, which will include the Divisional Artillery Headquarters for the 
first time in recent memory. 
 
Currently the Battery has our Command Post Sergeant, SGT Rowan Temple, on deployment to the 
Sinai, and one of our Forward Observers, Captain Jackson Stanhope, deployed to Iraq. We pray for 
their safety and a safe, speedy return. 
 
As always, my thanks go to the Committee and the Association for your continued support of the 
Battery. 
Ubique, Major James Casey - Battery Commander 
 

---------------------------------------------- 
 
Also see the letter from Brigadier C.D. Furini, Head of Regiment, at end of this newsletter, on the 
Birthday of the Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery, indicating the significance of August in the 
history of the RAA. 

--------------------------------------------- 
 

Reunion 2016 Report, by Doc Barclay with photos by Glenn Clarke. 

 
 

 

 
 
The next day was a pretty quiet day for us to recuperate from the night before, but we still fitted in a 
tour of the local area, feeding the pelicans and lunch at the Entrance. Most of the wives & partners 
went on a special bonding tour of the Central Coast for a bit of social retail therapy. It was unfortunate 
to those members that planned a bit of deep sea fishing, the weather was unco-operative and the trip 
was cancelled.  
 
 

It was great to see current 107 
Battery serving members 
continuing to support our 
Reunions. From left, Tp Sgt 
Bendon Murray, Prez Warren, BC 
Maj James Casey, BSM WO2 
Jason Bourke, L/Bdr Mathew Pal, 
Gnr Luke Thompson and Lt Dean 
Nicholle, the CP Officer. The 
Battery members travelled from 
Townsville to join us at The 
Entrance Reunion.  
 

Reunion 2016 kicked 
off at the Long Jetty 
Diggers Club on 
Friday 22 April with 
the meet & greet 
function. Many old 
faces where present, 
plus some new ones.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Anzac eve we boarded the Reunion bus for an historical trip to Newcastle and Fort Scratchley. 
This was both interesting and informative where the disappearing gun which demonstrated how 
innovative they were in the late 1800’s. The guides were mostly retired RAA members, very 
knowledgeable and informative. Lunch was taken at the Newcastle Diggers Club. It was then back to 
Long Jetty for our Anzac Eve drinks, food fellowship. 
 
Many rose at the early hours of the morning to attend the “Dawn Service” with around 10,000 (police 
estimate) locals and visitors in attendance. Then it was back to the Diggers for the traditional Gunfire 
breakfast. 
 
 

 
 

 

That night we all met up 
again for the Reunion dinner, 
which was a very enjoyable. 
Guests from The Entrance & 
Long Jetty RSL were our 
official guests. Left, just one 
of the nine tables at the 
dinner 

 

After a short rest, it was time to 
board the buses for the five-
minute trip through the heavy 
traffic to The Entrance march 
FUP. Again we lead the march, 
behind the official party, and 
with the help of serving 
members from the Battery in 
Townsville, some marching in 
uniform. It is an honour to be 
asked to lead a march on Anzac 
Day, and we did ourselves 
proud. The estimated turn up 
for the March and service was 
20,000, a good crowd for The 
Entrance. 

It was a good service, the 
Battery Commander James 
Casey on the stage with the 
official party.  
 
Both the BC & our Reunion 
organiser, Graeme Lucas, 
laid wreaths on behalf of 
the past and serving 
members of the Battery 
who are no longer with us. 



The rest of the day was a time to reflect on the good times we had as a proud unit of the Australian 
Army. 
 
Next day there were a few feeling a bit below the weather, but as we have always done we soldiered 
on and visited the Hunter Valley wineries followed by a substantial lunch at Harrigan’s Pub. Some 
went to a Brewery while some partners did more retail therapy. We did a slow tour back to the 
“Diggers” followed by farewell drinks. A lot of discussions went on about the next reunion and where 
the 50th anniversary should be held. It was decided after a while that the major next reunion will be in 
Townsville in 2020. The current BC said that he will do a lot of the groundwork for us in Townsville 
and he hopes to still be there to enjoy our company once again. It was fun to see poor hard working 
Bozo being rewarded for his efforts and marched up to front the BC to get a good Army bollicking 
from the BC and as usual he took it well. His reward was the pre-arranged promotion to Bombardier 
the highest rank he achieved both in & out of the Army, see separate story. Another very good reunion 
thanks to Graeme; and Hilton for the background work he puts in to make these reunions work. 
 
Next Reunions, decided at The Entrance 
In the meantime, there is a reunion in 2017 in Malaya. Over forty are registered. See the website for 
further information. Smaller reunions are being developed for Seymour (Puckapunyal) most likely the 
Anzac week of 2018 and Wagga (Kapooka) to coincide with one of the march-outs of the 44th 
Artillery Platoon 1RTB, in 2019. The next major Reunion will be in Townsville over the Anzac week 
2020, to commemorate 50 years since the Battery deployed to Vietnam. It will also be the 65th 
birthday of the re-formation of the Battery at Holsworthy in 1965.  

---------------------------------- 
 
A Travel-log - continued from 2014 – by Doc Barclay with photos by Glenn Clarke 
After leaving The Entrance 2016 Reunion, we headed north for the start of a great journey, holiday 
and more importantly warmer weather. We had been planning this trip since attempted after the 
Reunion Darwin in 2012. Unfortunately, that time we only managed to get to Halls (Hells) Creek in 
WA before doing an intake valve on the Holden ‘Craptiva’. Some of the things that we particularly 
wanted to do were the Horizontal Waterfalls, Staircase to the Moon and Steep Point, all in WA. 
 
 

 
People say that this town was left behind in the 60’s and how true it is. It was a town that made you 
happy, the locals were great, the atmosphere was great and you could not walk through the place 
without a smile on your face. Who needs anti- depressants when you can grow your own happiness 
like Nimbin does? 
From there it was onto Rockhampton, Mt Isa, Camooweal, Barkly Roadhouse and then onto one of my 
favourite places Daly Waters pub. From there to the south end of Kakadu and then into the 
Kimberly’s, one of the best places on earth. 

Our first major stop 
was in Ballina so we 
could head up into the 
mountains to visit 
Nimbin as we had 
never been there 
before. Well wasn’t 
that an eye opener. We 
arrived there on the 
Mardi Grass weekend.  
Left:‘Happy Chappy 
and passenger at 
Nimbin Mardi Grass 
Festival’. Note the 
business name of the 
shop! 



 

 
  
Onto Broome to go to the races and then the “Staircase to the Moon”. After a week in Broome we 
headed down the west coast and the further we went the worse the weather got so we decided to head 
home to Mildura as there was very little we could do, you might as well be miserable at home than on 
the road. We will finish that trip in a couple of years. 

---------------------------------- 
 
Vietnam Veterans’ Day is commemorated on 18 August every year. The day was originally known as 
Long Tan Day, chosen to commemorate the men of D Company, 6RAR who fought in the battle of 
Long Tan in 1966. On that day, 108 Australian and New Zealand soldiers fought a pitched battle 
against over 2,000 North Vietnamese and Viet Cong troops in a rubber plantation not far from the 
small village of Long Tan. The Australians prevailed, but only after fighting in torrential rain for four 
hours. They were nearly overrun, but were saved by a timely ammunition resupply, accurate artillery 
fire from the nearby Australian base, and the arrival of reinforcements by armoured personnel carrier. 
Eighteen Australians lost their lives and 24 were wounded, the largest number of casualties in one 
operation since the Australian task force had arrived a few months earlier. After the battle the bodies of 
245 enemy soldiers were found, but there was evidence that many more bodies had been carried away.  
 
On the third anniversary of Long Tan, 18 August 1969, a cross was raised on the site of the battle by 
the men of 6RAR. Veterans from the battle gathered at the cross to commemorate the fallen, and the 
day was commemorated by them as Long Tan Day from then on. Over time, all Vietnam veterans 
adopted the day as one to commemorate those who served and died in Vietnam. In 1987, following the 
very successful Welcome Home parade for Vietnam veterans in Sydney, Prime Minister Bob Hawke 
announced that Long Tan Day would be known as Vietnam Veterans Day. Since then, it has been 
commemorated every year as the day on which the service of all those men and women who served in 
Vietnam is remembered.  

-------------------------------------------- 
 
Battle for Australia Day - 07 September Reference: Australian War Memorial  
On the first Wednesday in September, commemorative services are held to remember the service and 
sacrifice of all those who served in defence of Australia in 1942 and 1943 during a period when our 
nation appeared to face its greatest peril. This is known as Battle for Australia. This date was chosen 
by members of the veteran community as it commemorated a great victory and represented the first 
defeat of Japanese forces on land at the Battle of Milne Bay and a turning point in the war in the 
Pacific.  
Milne Bay offered a sheltered harbour on the south-eastern tip of Papua New Guinea. Whoever 
controlled Milne Bay would have a strong position to defend Port Moresby and the waters around it. 
From 1942, the Allies developed airfields there but the advancing Japanese forces had set their sights 
on Milne Bay too, as a crucial stepping stone to Port Moresby.  
In August of 1942, the Japanese attacked at Milne Bay. Their initial progress was rapid. When they 
reached the edge of the third uncompleted airfield, they were stopped. The Japanese were then pushed 
back, pursued - and eventually they fled. At Milne Bay, Australian AIF and Militia soldiers and airmen 
from two squadrons of Kittyhawk fighters working side by side, proved they could stop the Japanese 
Imperial forces. 

We had to book accommodation at Derby as this is 
where we were picked up from our caravan park for 
the flight on a sea plane to Lake Talbot for the 
adventure of a life time, the Horizontal falls, a 
bloody great day. 
Left: The safety boat is through the first vertical fall 
and we are about to follow. The tidal flow through 
these narrow gaps causes a metre drop and extreme 
turbulence. The safety boat was not required this 
time. 



 
---------------------------------- 

 
Battle of Long Tan Documentary - Australian Military Involvement in Vietnam. 
Extracted from Fact sheet prepared by Martin Walsh of Red Dune Films, May 2010. Producer: Media 
Director Martin Walsh and Graham Cassidy. www.battleoflongtan.com www.reddunefilms.com  
Battle of Long Tan Documentary. Feature Film Project conceived by Martin Walsh in 
2004. Documentary project conceived by Martin Walsh and Graham Cassidy in March 2005. Martin 
Walsh (Red Dune Films) and Animax Films began working on the documentary in February 
2006. The documentary was filmed on location in NSW, ACT, QLD, New Zealand & Vietnam. First 
broadcast at 8.30pm on Wednesday, 16

 

Aug 2006 on The History Channel, FOXTEL and AUSTAR.  
 
Battle of Long Tan Events. Total Australian casualties as a result of the Battle of Long Tan: 
Australian; 18 killed (17 from D Coy, 6RAR and 1 from 3Trp, 1APC Squadron) and 21wounded. 
NVA and VC causalities. Up to 800 killed (245 bodies counted on the battlefield + bodies found over 
two weeks after the battle + identification from the VC Commanders diary which was captured by US 
Army) and more than 1,000 wounded (Again identified from captured documents). 2 wounded NVA 
soldiers were captured on the battlefield and 1 wounded VC soldier was captured on the battlefield  
 
Total number of forces opposing each other on the battlefield at Long Tan.  
Australia & New Zealand: Comprising 105 soldiers from D Coy, 6RAR, Australian Army plus the 
3man New Zealand Forward Artillery Observation party from 161 Bty RNZA commanded by Capt 
Maurice Stanley.  
 
NVA and VC: Comprising 1,600 soldiers from VC, 275 Main Force Regiment + support elements, 
500 soldiers from North Vietnamese Army, 45 Regiment + support elements and 550 soldiers from 
VC, D445 Battalion + support elements a total of 2,650+ men.  
  
Detailed facts: The patrol was in response to a mortaring of the 1ATF (Australian Task Force) base at 
2.43am on the morning of 17August 1966. 82 enemy mortar rounds impacted the base with 24 
Australians wounded, two seriously. Seven vehicles were lightly damaged and 21 tents damaged  
The patrol given to D Coy on 18 August 1966 was codenamed Operation Vendetta. The Australians 
were outnumbered 26 to 1 at the battle of Long Tan. The majority of the battle was fought in a 
blinding monsoon, thunderstorm. The entire battle took place over an area no bigger than two football 
fields. The rubber plantation at Long Tan was approximately 5km from the artillery at Nui Dat. The 
battle lasted 3.5 hours with the last contacts occurring around 7.10pm, 18 August 1966. 
 
Artillery at Nui Dat fired almost non-stop for 5 hours in support of the battle. Regimental Fire 
Missions involving all 18 Australian & NZ artillery guns firing at once and at some stages all six of 
the US 155 mm medium guns as well. Such a sustained concentration of artillery had not been fired 
since the Korean War and will probably never be fired again. Well we can hope! Lightning twice hit 
the artillery positions. Two artillery gunners passed out from cordite fumes from the guns as the fumes 
could not disperse due to the weather. Artillery fire was being brought in “Danger Close” to within 50 
metres of the Australian positions. 
 
Weapons and ammunition Approximately 400,000 rounds of ammunition were fired by both sides. 
The artillery at Nui Dat fired in excess of 3,500 rounds. More than 20 rounds of enemy mortar rounds 
were dropped on or near D Coy units during the battle. The Australians captured more than 60+ enemy 
weapons, 10,500+ rounds of ammunition, 300+ hand grenades, 100+ rounds of rockets and mortars. 
These figures are highly unusual as the enemy always took their weapons and dead from the 
battlefields. The unusually high number of weapons left behind is further evidence of the destruction 
inflicted on the enemy. Records: Australian Army Intelligence Report – information from enemy 
prisoners and captured documents. Intel Summary No.79, 24 1966, 1 ATF Commanders Diary.  
 



Each Australian rifleman carried 3 x 20 round magazines and another 60 rounds in boxes in their 
packs. Each M60 machine gun team (3 men) carried 5 x 100 round belts and another 5 x 100 round 
belts in their packs. D Coy departed Nui Dat base at 11am, 18 August 1966. D Coy met up with B Coy 
at 1pm. D Coy left B Coy at 3 pm approximately 2kms from the Long Tan rubber plantation. D Coy 
first engaged the enemy at 3.40 pm. Ammunition resupply by chopper received by D Coy around 6pm. 
Reinforcements from B Coy on foot reached the D Coy position at 7pm. Reinforcements from A Coy 
riding in 10 x 3 Tp APC‟s reached the D Coy position at 7.10pm.  
 
17 members of D Coy were killed, 11 National Servicemen, Australian Army and 6 Regular, 
Australian Army. 21 members of D Coy were wounded  
 
Other Australian Forces involved 
Armour. 3 Troop, 1APC Squadron at Long Tan comprised: 10 x M113 Armoured Personnel Carriers 
(APC‟s) with 22 troopers from 3 Troop. 1 member of 3 Troop died of wounds received in the battle  
B Coy, 6RAR comprised of 32 soldiers. 
A Coy, 6RAR comprised of 105 soldiers  
 
Artillery. Four artillery batteries from 1 Field Regiment at Nui Dat were used in the battle: 
6 x L5 105mm Pack Howitzers of 161 Field Battery, Royal New Zealand Artillery 
6 x L5 105mm Pack Howitzers of 103 Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 
6 x L5 105mm Pack Howitzers of 105 Field Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 
6 x M109 Self Propelled 155mm guns of A Battery, 2/35Howitzer Battalion, US Army  
 
RAAF: Two Huey UH-1B Iroquois Choppers from 9 Squadron RAAF were used for the critical 
ammunition resupply. Seven Huey UH-1B Iroquois Choppers were used for the medical evacuation of 
the wounded and dead Australians. At 12.00 midnight the first chopper lands at the improvised landing 
zone on edge of Long Tan rubber plantation for medical evacuations comprising 5 seriously 
wounded, 12 lightly wounded and 5 dead. By 00.34am all medical helicopter evacuations were 
complete. 
 
The main enemy force facing D Coy at Long Tan comprised elements of VC 5 Division totaling 
2,650+ soldiers, VC, 275 Main Force Regiment, 1,600 soldiers + support elements, North Vietnamese 
Army 45 Regiment of 500 soldiers + support elements, plus VC, D445 Provincial Battalion, 550 
soldiers + support elements. VC, 274 Regiment of the VC 5

 

Division comprising around 2,000 
soldiers was in a position North West of the 1ATF base at Nui Dat on 18

 

August 1966 to the ambush 
any US reinforcements from Saigon. The stated aim of the enemy at the Battle of Long Tan (from 
interrogation of captured enemy on battlefield and captured documents) was: The VC 275 and NVA 
45 Regiments along with D445 would lure an enemy Australian Battalion out of the task force base to 
destroy them and then attack the Australian base. 274 Regiment would then ambush any 
reinforcements from Saigon. Wiping out the Australians at Nui Dat would force them to leave 
Vietnam.  
 
The battle of Long Tan severely weakened the enemy in Phuoc Tuy province and they never again 
posed a direct serious threat to the Nui Dat base.  
 
Australia went on to completely secure Phuoc Tuy province and improve the lives of the South 
Vietnamese people living there. This was not achieved anywhere else in South Vietnam.  
 
The Australian memorial cross in the rubber plantation at Long Tan is one of only two foreign war 
memorials allowed in Vietnam. 
 
The 1 Australian Task Force base (1ATF) at Nui Dat was established on June 1966, Australia was one 
of only a few countries to establish diplomatic relations with Vietnam soon after the Vietnam War. 
Australia officially established diplomatic relations on 26

 

February 1973.  
 



Australian Defence Force in Vietnam and Conscription: A total of 59,000 Australians served in 
Vietnam with 508 were killed. A total of 3,100 were wounded in Vietnam. 804,000 Australian males 
registered for National Service, 63,000 Australians were conscripted into National Service and 18,000 
National Servicemen served in Vietnam: 200 were killed, 1,279 were wounded. The peak Australian 
troop deployment in Vietnam was 7,672. the New Zealand Defence Force in Vietnam comprised 3,500 
who served in Vietnam. 37 were killed in Vietnam with 187 wounded. Peak NZ troop deployment in 
Vietnam was 552. 
Extracted from a Fact sheet prepared by Martin Walsh of Red Dune Films, May 2010  

------------------------------------------------ 
 
A sad story from the Battle of Long Tan, with a happier ending - PHILIP’S JOURNEY, compiled 
from the 107 Field Battery website. 
Philip Charles Norris’ story started in September 1965 when, as a 20-year- old postman in the Sydney 
suburb of Granville, he was conscripted into the Australian Army with the first intake of the new 
Australian National Service Act. After basic training he was allotted to 103 Field Battery, a sub unit of 
the 1st Field Regiment RAA. In April 1966, the regiment was warned for operational service in South 
Vietnam. 
PHILIP NORRIS: Found by his Army mates and united with a long lost daughter. Vietnam Veteran 
Gnr Philip Norris spent 44 years in care, before dying of wounds in Sydney. Struck on the head by 
shrapnel during an early morning enemy mortar attack on Australian’s Nui Dat base camp on August 
17, 1966 and evacuated to the Vung Tau Australian Army Hospital, word filtered back to the men of 
103 Field Battery that their mate had died of his wounds. Philip would be listed on the Regiment 
Memorial and in the book, Battle of Long Tan, as killed in action. Then 26 years later, at the opening 
of the Vietnam War display at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, unit member and Townsville 
military identity Paddy Durnford turned up to pay his respects, only to find no trace of Philip Norris' 
name. Inquiries would show he was alive and living in Rozelle Repatriation Hospital with injuries that 
would keep him in such a facility for much of his life. Gnr Philip Norris’ life went into limbo for 14 
more years before his name popped up again on the 40th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan in 
2006. What started out as a request by Battery Commander Major Neville Gair, a two-tour Vietnam 
Veteran, to Paddy to find out whether Philip was still alive, turned into an emotional and revealing 
roller-coaster ride for his careers, old Army mates and, ultimately, his daughter and her family.  
The journey of discovery forged new bonds that sit comfortably under the banner of “Family and 
Friends of Philip Norris”. It was taken a step further in August 2011 when Philip’s daughter Mary 
invited psychiatric nursing sister Elizabeth Miles, Paddy Durnford and Granville Vietnam Veterans 
Association Members Barry Bannerman and Ron Gagan to accompany her to Nui Dat for the 45th 
Memorial Service of the Battle of Long Tan. 
 
Philip Charles Norris’ story started in September 1965 when, as a 20-year- old postman in the Sydney 
suburb of Granville, he was conscripted into the Australian Army with the first intake of the new 
Australian National Service Act. After basic training he was allotted to 103 Field Battery, a sub unit of 
the 1st Field Regiment RAA. In April 1966, the regiment was warned that it was up for operational 
service in South Vietnam. Philip married his sweetheart; 17-year-old Maryanne, on 7 May 1966 and 
by 20 May was on his way to Vietnam. On 17 August 1966, the night before the Battle of Long Tan, 
the Viet Cong 275th Regiment, a unit of some 2500 soldiers, fired about 100 mortar rounds into the 
Task Force and 103 Battery positions at Nui Dat. Philip, who had been asleep in his bunk when the 
attack started at 2.45am, was hit in the head by shrapnel. Paddy said he was found walking around, but 
it quickly became obvious he had a serious head wound.  
 
Fast forward to Paddy's effort to meet MAJ Gair's request. The Privacy Act prevented the Department 
of Veteran Affairs from disclosing personal information about veterans. However, they suggested 
Paddy write a ‘to whom it may concern’ letter asking for an accompanying letter to be forwarded to 
Philip, if his whereabouts was known. "Within days I was speaking with Sister Miles, who had been 
caring for Philip at Sydney’s Rozelle Psychiatric Hospital since 1998,” Paddy said. Sister Elizabeth 
Miles was nursing unit manager of F Ward & in 1998 when it closed, she & the patients were 
transferred to H ward known as Hastings House, which was the ward that Philip was an inpatient. 



Sister Miles was contacted through the appropriate channels & with appropriate permission received a 
call from Paddy.  
 
It turned out Phillip Norris had been evacuated from Vietnam to the Department of Veterans Affairs’ 
Hollywood Repatriation Hospital in Perth, where his wounds were stabilized. He was then relocated to 
Concord Repatriation Hospital and then in 1970 to the repatriation section of Callan Park Mental 
Hospital, later to become Rozelle Psychiatric Hospital, which served the needs of wounded veterans of 
WW1, WW11, Korea, Malaya and Vietnam conflicts. Rozelle wards were named after major military 
battles. Initially admitted to F Ward - Flanders House - Philip would live in several different wards 
during his 37 years as an inpatient. He was, for a short time, allowed weekend leave to visit the family 
home at Granville where he and Maryanne had time to be alone. In 1969, a baby was born and named 
Mary Elizabeth. However, by then it had been decided Philip must remain in constant care & Rozelle 
Hospital became his home. Maryanne, continued to visit Philip till 1972. Over these years Maryanne 
had become friends with a DVA Personal Welfare Officer at Concord Hospital and they became a 
couple. Maryanne divorced Philip in 1992 and re-married, Maryanne died of cancer in 1997.  
 
Philip was 13 when his own father died, and then his only brother was killed in a traffic accident in 
1977. That left only his mum, Olive Jean Norris- Perkins. Sister Miles said Mrs Perkins visited her son 
several times a week, welcomed him home for weekend leave, and was involved in ward programs 
and was “utterly committed to his care and wellbeing”.  Mrs Perkins was also a tireless worker for 
Legacy in the Granville-Parramatta area. Mrs Perkins continued to care for her son until she became 
frail and went into a nursing home in 1995. She died in 1999. In accordance with his mother’ wishes, 
Philip was buried at Pinegrove Cemetery at Minchinbury, NSW.  
 
Paddy said in reality Sister Miles and the staff at the hospital not only became Philip’s care-givers but 
his family. "A measure of closure was brought to Philip’s story when Sister Miles, as his 
representative, was invited to attend the 40th anniversary memorial service for veterans of the Vietnam 
War in Canberra," he said. Sister Miles said it had been a privileged to attend the ceremony, it was 
there that she met personnel who had served with Philip in the 103 Field Battery Royal Australian 
Artillery. With Paddy’ assistance, she also took the opportunity to speak of Philip’s service and 
subsequent hospitalization with a number of dignitaries, including the Prime Minister John Howard 
and the Governor General Major General Michael Jeffery. Later a letter arrived for Philip from the 
Governor General acknowledging his service in Vietnam.  
 
In 2007 Rozelle Hospital H Ward was closed. Sister Miles was given responsibility, in consultation 
with families and the hospitals social worker to find the most appropriate nursing homes for the 
hospital’s five remaining veteran patients, including Philip. As far as Philip’s relocation was 
concerned, the impression was that he had a wife and daughter who had been involved in early family 
matters, but had lost touch with Philip over the years. Philip had made clear that he wanted his wife & 
daughter found. An application was made to the Salvation Army Family Tracing Service in Sydney for 
help & in August 2007, within a month Mary, his daughter had been found.  
 
Sister Miles remembered her first meeting with Mary. The social worker & I drove to Mary’s home 
taking with us some of Philips personal effects. The visit was most successful. Mary was shocked and 
overjoyed at the prospect of seeing her father after so many years. She and her husband visited Philip 
the following week. The first meeting was wonderful. Mary spoke to Philip constantly and saw him 
frequently. Philip’s remaining years of joy with a family he never knew due to the persistence of old 
comrades and a nurse’s compassion.  
 
Paddy admitted to being overcome with emotion more than once during the hunt for Philip and his 
family. While Philip cheated death in Vietnam, he could not keep it at bay in Sydney. Sadly, Philip 
passed away on 3/8/2010 at the young age of 65.  
 
Conclusion On the 13th of June 2011 in the Queen’s Birthday Honors, Sister Elizabeth Anne Miles 
was awarded a well-earned, Order of Australia Medal for service to psychiatric nursing; Nursing 



Unit Manager, Rozelle Psychiatric Hospital, 1976-1980; Member, New South Wales Nurses 
Association 1980-1983; Nurse, McKinnon Detoxification Unit, 1983-2009; and her work in Acute 
Admission wards. 

------------------------------------------------- 
History is written by the Victor? – The 2016 local Vietnamese newspaper version of events - with 
thanks to Jeff Roser who forwarded from a mate. 
Extracts of an account that appeared in mid-May 2016 of the Internet version of the official Dat Do 
District News – There are several errors evident in the text – including naming “Major Townsend” as 
the commander of Delta 6 RAR, and Nam Tam (ie Tran Minh Tam) as the 5th VC Division 
commander (he was actually the 2ic/C of S). 
 
“Historical Remnants: The Long Tan Cross - The Long Tan Cross memorial is striking evidence of 
the presence of the Australian expeditionary forces – vassals of the American imperialists, in the 
period of their invasionary war of Vietnam. It is a remaining historical proof of the humiliation of the 
Royal [sic] Australian Forces in their efforts to wipe out the Liberation Armed Forces and the local 
people who confronted those professional mercenaries of the American imperialists who were armed 
with modern and up-to-date weapons and equipment. 
 
Situated in a rubber plantation of Tan Hiep hamlet, Long Tan village, Dat Do District, the Long Tan 
Cross is at the site of the battle between the Liberation Forces and the Australian vassal troops that 
occurred on 18 August 1966. The Liberation Armed Forces were directly led by the front-line force 
commander - Út Đằng, and the commander [sic] of the 5th Division - Năm Tâm. They ambushed an 
Australian company – titled D Company, of the 6th Battalion of the Royal [sic] Australian Task Force, 
that numbered over one hundred men and was led by Major Townsend [sic] together with a regiment 
[sic] of armoured vehicles. Deployed in three columns, the force advanced from the Nui Dat base in a 
sweeping operation into the neighboring villages and fell into the ambush of the Liberation Forces. At 
exactly 15.30 hrs – when the enemy force was 50 metres from the beginning of the ambush, 
Commander Út Đằng, and the commander of the 5th Division - Năm Tâm, ordered our forces to open 
fire, and an Australian armoured vehicle was set on fire by a recoilless rifle. The enemy troops 
gathered together and fell into our minefield – and were in the utmost panic. 
  
Surrounded and attacked ceaselessly by the Liberation Forces, the enemy was forced to call for 
assistance. … … The battle waged until dark – and an Australian platoon was wiped out and 30 
bodies abandoned on the battlefield. An enemy company suffered heavy casualties and 21 tanks [sic – 
“xe tăng”] were set on fire and severely damaged. This was the first battle and test-of-strength – and 
the largest engagement, with the Australian vassal forces during their time on the battlefields of South 
Vietnam. The Battle of Long Tan was an extremely heavy blow and a hiding for the mercenary 
expeditionary forces – and gave increased impetus to the struggle against them by the forces of Bà Rịa 
– Long Long Khánh of that time.” 
 
Editor: This version seems to draw upon the 1991 version of the D445 Battalion History. The village  
of Long Tan and the Long Tan Cross are located in the District of Dat Do, based around town of the 
same name to the south west of Nui Dat and immediately south of the feature we knew at the 
Horseshoe. 

------------------------------------------------- 
STOP PRESS - New and upgraded awards for Long Tan – but no VC from Brian Hartigan of Contact 
Magazine - Air, Land & Sea - http://www.contactairlandandsea.com  
Ten soldiers who fought in the Battle of Long Tan will be recommended for a military award or have 
their existing honour upgraded following a long-fought-for review. Minister for Defence Personnel 
Dan Tehan said he would recommend to the Governor-General that each recommendation from the 
independent Defence Honours and Awards Appeals Tribunal’s review into the actions of 13 individual 
soldiers during the battle be approved. 
The Battle of Long Tan took place on 18 August 1966. It was the most costly single battle fought by 
Australian soldiers in the Vietnam War, involving 105 Australians and three New Zealanders from D 
Company 6RAR and more than 2000 enemy troops. A total of 17 Australians were killed in action and 
25 were wounded, one of whom later died from his wounds. 



D Company were greatly assisted by an ammunition resupply by RAAF helicopters, close fire support 
from New Zealand’s 161 Field Battery, together with additional artillery support from the Australian 
task force base at Nui Dat and the arrival of reinforcements in APCs as night fell. 
The Tribunal recommended Medals for Gallantry for Lieutenant Adrian Roberts, Sergeant Frank 
Alcorta and Lance Corporal Barry Magnussen (deceased) and Commendations for Gallantry for 
Second Lieutenant Gordon Sharp (deceased), and Privates Neil Bextrum, Ron Brett (deceased), Ian 
Campbell, William Roche, Geoffrey Peters and Noel Grimes. 
The Tribunal did not recommend a Victoria Cross for the late Warrant Officer Class 2 Jack Kirby 
(deceased). The Tribunal found the Distinguished Conduct Medal awarded to WO2 Kirby in 1966 
was, “the appropriate award to recognise [his] distinguished conduct and leadership in the field during 
the Battle.” For Corporal William Moore (deceased) and Private Allen May, the Tribunal 
recommended the Chief of Army’s original decision to not award an honour be affirmed. 
Mr Tehan paid tribute to Lieutenant Colonel Harry Smith (Retd) who was commanding officer of D 
Company 6RAR on the day and who fought for improved recognition for his soldiers for nearly 50 
years. Speaking before this announcement, Lieutenant Colonel Smith, now 82, said he hoped the 
heroism of his men would finally be given the recognition they were robbed off so many years ago. “I 
think the tribunal now understands that justice has to be done. I’m heading to Canberra with a great 
deal of expectation that the injustice will be set right,” he said. “It’s time for this soldier and [my] men 
to put the battle behind us. “I know that there are a lot of soldiers however that fought in other units, 
even in Afghanistan, who should have got awards and didn’t. 
“But Long Tan has been put up on a pedestal by the Australian public and the ex-service public and it 
needs to be put to rest and I hope that it is done before the 50th anniversary.” 
Speaking after the announcement to the Sydney Morning Herald, Lieutenant Colonel Smith said he 
was “a little bit disappointed about Jack Kirby … however, I accept the findings of the tribunal”. 
Mr Tehan said the independent Tribunal was tasked with investigating the actions of 13 Australians 
during the Battle of Long Tan and to make a recommendation about awarding military honours. “I 
thank the Tribunal members for their thorough research and considered recommendations. “Awarding 
military honours is not something that is done lightly. “It will be a great honour to write to the 
Governor-General and ask him to endorse the Tribunal’s recommendations in full. 
“The gallant actions of those who fought in the Battle of Long Tan are among the stories of the 60,000 
Australians whose service and sacrifice we will commemorate this year on Vietnam Veterans’ Day, 
which is also the 50th anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan.” 
The Tribunal’s full decision will be published online at www.defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au 

 
------------------------------------------------ 

 
Not all Blonds are Dumb! With thanks to Lindsay ‘Warrie’ Walpole to lighten the mood! 
An Aussie Blonde was sent on her way to Heaven. Upon arrival, a concerned St Peter met her at the 
Pearly Gates. 'I'm sorry, 'St Peter said; 'But Heaven is suffering from an overload of godly souls and 
we have been forced to put up an Entrance Exam for new arrivals to ease the burden of Heavenly 
Arrivals.' 
'That's cool' said the Blonde, 'What does the Entrance Exam consist of?' 
'Just three questions' said St Peter. 
'Which are?' asked the now pushy Blonde. 
'The first,' said St Peter, 'is, which two days of the week start with the letter 'T'? 
The second is 'How many seconds are there in a year'? 
The third is 'What was the name of the swagman in Waltzing Matilda?' 
'Now,' said St Peter, 'Go away and think about those questions and when I call upon you, I shall expect 
you to have those answers for me.' 
So the Blonde went away and gave those three questions some considerable thought (I expect you to 
do the same). 
The following morning, St Peter called upon the Blonde and asked if she had considered the questions, 
to which she replied, 'I have.' 
'Well then,' said St Peter, 'Which two days of the week start with the letter T?' 
The Blonde said, 'Today and Tomorrow.' 



St Peter pondered this answer for some time, and decided that indeed the answer can be applied to the 
question. 
'Well then, could I have your answer to the second of the three questions' St Peter went on, 'how many 
seconds in a year?' 
The Blonde replied, 'Twelve!' 
'Only twelve' exclaimed St Peter, 'How did you arrive at that figure?' 
'Easy,' said the Blonde, 'there's the second of January, the second of February, right through to the 
second of December, giving a total of twelve seconds.' 
St Peter looked at the Blonde and said, 'I need some time to consider your answer before I can give 
you a decision.' And he walked away shaking his head. 
A short time later, St Peter returned to the Blonde. 'I'll allow the answer to stand, but you need to get 
the third and final question absolutely correct to be allowed into Heaven. Now, can you tell me the 
answer to the name of the swagman in Waltzing Matilda?' 
The blonde replied: 'Of the three questions, I found this the easiest to answer.' 
'Really!' exclaimed St Peter, 'And what is the answer?' 
'It's Andy.' 
'Andy??' 
'Yes, Andy,' said the Blonde. 
This totally floored St Peter, and he paced this way and that between the pearly gates, deliberating the 
answer. Finally, he could not stand the suspense any longer, and turning to the blonde, asked 'How in 
God's name did you arrive at THAT answer?' 
'Easy' said the Blonde, 'Andy sat, Andy watched, Andy waited till his Billy boiled.' 
And the Blonde entered Heaven...? 
... you're singing that song now, aren't you…? 

------------------------------------------------ 
 
Secretary’s Report: We sadly acknowledge the posting to the Great Gun Park of Lloyd Greentree, see vale 
in this edition and our website. We welcome six new life members. Welcome to four serving members from the 
Battery in Townsville; Lt Dean Nicholle Command Post Officer, Sgt Murray Brendan Troop Sgt, LBdr 
Matthew Pal and Gnr Luke Thompson both from the gun line. We also welcome Peter Manucci from Perth WA 
and Peter Miles from the Barossa in SA. Both Peters served in the Battery at Holsworthy in 1965. Welcome 
Dean, Murray, Matthew, Luke and the two Peters to 107th Battery Association and the fellowship of the 
RAMMERS, 
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North Qld:   Mike Dinnison – Townsville - 0429 777 786  
Central Qld:  Jon Eaton – Sarina - 0402 248 716 
South Qld:  Jim Bray – Miami - 0403 748 858 
North NSW:   Col Lowe – Tamworth – 02 6761 8936 



Sydney:   Ian (Bozo) Simpson – Sydney - 0432 610 794  
South NSW:  Ian Hughes – Sanctuary Point – 0417 140 250 
Melbourne:  Noel Paterson – Rosebud – 0411 568 103 
 
BOARD of TRUSTREES:  Warren Feakes - Wanniassa – 0417 209 360 
    Hilton Lenard – Kambah - 0418 695 345 
    Jim Wright – Palmerston - 0419 090 852 
 
Members List: There are 199 financial members. Association membership covers all regions of 
Australia plus Paul Gaff, USA with Gordon Pound & Peter (Jock) Sime in the UK. Sixteen members 
are currently serving in the Defence Force. Membership covers all periods of 107 Battery’s post 1965 
history, with approx one third having served at Holsworthy and/or Malaysia (1965-1969) a further 
third at Townsville then Vietnam (1969-1971) and a third at Townsville (since 1971). Many have 
served in more than one location. Like an updated membership list then contact the Secretary. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: With 165 life subscribers, all life subscriptions are held in the Trustee accounts. 
Your membership renewal information is included in this edition. Subscriptions for 2016 are now 
over-due, remaining at only $15 PA and life subscription at $150. As at 30 June 2016 the Association 
made a healthy unaudited trading profit of $2271.48 for the previous twelve months, he profits 
predominately from Association items for sale. Current assets are $6,566.31 in working funds and 
$26,581.10 held by the Trustees, representing all life subscriptions and resulting interest received to 
date. A copy of the accounts is available on request. 

--------------------------------------------------- 
 
Empty Chair Salute to Veterans: Earlier this year I received the following email from Les Nathan 
concerning an on-line advertisement for Guinness, titled the Empty Chair Salute to Veterans. 
Unfortunately the advertisement is no longer available on line. The link showed a classic small Irish 
Pub with one table and chair in the corner vacant except for a full glass of Guinness. A patron moves 
to take the chair and the barmaid looks disapprovingly, so the chair remains empty. After a while a 
soldier in uniform enters the Pub and he is motioned to the chair and drinks the Guinness, while the 
patrons stand and applaud. It is a simple but moving clip. I sent Les’ email on to all Rammers and 
received several replies and a notable one from Sandra Pearce. Barry Piece was a member of the 
Command Post in Townsville and Vietnam, Association Vice President and founding RAM 
Ramblings editor, together with many other community support activities, before his untimely death 
four years ago. I repeat both Les and Sandra’s emails:  
 
From: Les Nathan - To: Hilton Lenard === Subject: Empty Chair Salute to Veterans . . . 
Hilton, Thought you and the boys might like this one, got it from one of guys in the 21 Platoon Assn. 
Regards Les 
Subject: Empty Chair Salute to Veterans . . . Usually beer commercials are full of goofy characters and 
funny gags, but this one carries an important message. Guinness's, "Empty Chair" salutes the character 
of a community as they honor one of their own who is out of sight, but not out of mind. They remind 
us that a true test of character is what you do when no one's looking. Even Budweiser (who bought out 
Miller for a whopping $120,000,000,000 [that is 120 billion] couldn't top this one. Well Done 
Guinness! Thank a veteran today if you can. 
 
Then from: Sandra Pearce. Hi Hilton, 
THE EMPTY CHAIR SALUTE TO VETERANS. 
On 11th November last year I was invited to the Lara/Meredith (near Geelong Vic) Masonic Lodge 
Remembrance Day evening dinner. During the proceedings of the night I experienced what they called 
‘Saluting the Empty Chair’ proceedings. The Master told me that Barry had a large part in having this 
SALUTE THE EMPTY CHAIR format returned into the Freemason's Remembrance program. I have 
not experienced this segment before & was emotionally moved by the ritual & power of the imagery 
of an empty chair. Have you heard or experienced this segment done at a Masonic service? 
Regards Sandra. 

------------------------------------------------ 



 
Golf - with thanks to Lindsay ‘Warrie’ Walpole.     
A man staggered into a hospital with a concussion, multiple bruises,   two black eyes, and a five iron 
wrapped tightly around his throat.  
Naturally, the Doctor asked him, 'What happened to YOU?' 
'Well, I was having a quiet round of golf with my wife, when at a difficult hole, we both sliced our golf 
balls into a field of cattle. We went to look for them and while I was looking around I noticed one of 
the cows had something white at its rear end.' 'I walked over, lifted its tail, and sure enough, there was 
a golf ball with my wife's monogram on it - stuck right in the middle of the cow's arse.  
Still holding the cow's tail up, I yelled to my wife, 'Hey, this looks like yours!'' 
'I don't remember much after that' 

----------------------------------------------------- 
 
On their way to get married, a young Catholic couple were involved in a fatal car accident. The 
couple found themselves sitting outside the Pearly Gates waiting for St. Peter to process them into 
Heaven. While waiting they began to wonder; could they possibly get married in Heaven? When St. 
Peter arrived they asked him if they could get married in Heaven.  
St. Peter said, "I don't know. This is the first time anyone has asked. Let me go find out," and he left. 
The couple sat and waited for an answer. A couple of months past. While they waited, they discussed 
the pros and cons. If they were allowed to get married in Heaven, should they get married, what with 
the eternal aspect of it all? What if it doesn't work? Are we stuck in Heaven together forever?" 
Another month passed. St. Peter finally returned, looking somewhat bedraggled.  
“Yes," he informed the couple, "You can get married in Heaven." 
"Great!" said the couple. "But we were just wondering; what if things don't work out? Could we also 
get a divorce in Heaven?" 
St. Peter, red-faced with anger, slammed his clipboard on the ground. 
"What's wrong?" asked the frightened couple. 
"OH, COME ON!" St. Peter shouted. "It took me 3 months to find a priest up here! Do you have ANY 
idea how long it'll take to find a lawyer?” 

-------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 



  



   

 
 
 

CD Furini, CSC  
Brigadier   
Head of Regiment  
Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery  
C/- School of Artillery  
Bridges Barracks  
Puckapunyal MILPO VIC 3662 AUSTRALIA  
29 July2016  
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Association Book – 107 Fd Bty RAA – Australia, Malaysia and Vietnam, 1965-
1971 - $113 (Members only price inc p&p).  
Tracing the Battery and its members through the early years after re-raising at 
Holsworthy, through Malaysia, Townsville and to war in Vietnam, this book 
has 350 gloss pages, over 600 photos many in colour, vary many stories and lots 
of historical data. This is a must have in any military library or collection.  
Only 8 books remain for sale so order now to avoid disappointment. Will not be 
reprinted. Not available to Non Members. Cost for p&p for multiply copies on application. 

 

Association Key ring: similar to your membership key tag,  
Special two for $17 (inc p&p) – Non-members price one for $27.  
 

RAM Pin: Our original discrete Black Sheep Association pin, 
Special two for $17 (inc p&p) - Non-members price one for $27. 
 

The Black Sheep Cap: The traditional Black Sheep Cap 
with 3D embroidered front & rear, $30 (inc p&p) - Non-members 
NOT AVAILBLE. Stocks are low, order NOW to avoid 
disappointment. 
 

RAM Stubby Holder: A black holder with 107 Black 
Sheep logo in red, black & silver with 107 Battery 
RAA on each side, Special two holders for $25 (inc P&P) 
Non-members price one holder for $25. 
 

107 Bty Centenary Medallion: A collectors’ (40 mm 
diameter and 5 mm thick) gold medallion, outline of 4.5 
Howitzer on front 1916 side and M777 on 2016 
reverse. $15 (inc p&p). Non-members price $27 (inc P&P). 
 

 

Post this form or scan and email to hiltonlenard at hotmail dot com 
Please debit my Visa/MasterCard for $_______.00.  
Card number 
         -     -     -     Expiry date   /   
 

 
Name on Credit Card: ______________________ Signature _______________Date: __/___/2016 
 

ORDER: I am financial member; please send me the 
following (incl p&p):  
Book: 107 Bty 1965-71    qty___ $113 ea = 
Black Sheep Key Ring(*2) qty___ $17 pr = 
RAM Pin (*2)    qty___ $17 pr = 
Black Sheep Baseball Cap qty___ $30 ea = 
RAM Stubby Holder (*2)  qty___ $17 pr = 
Centenary Medallion   qty___ $15 ea = 
     ___________ 

                 Total = $ 
NAME: ________________________________ (please print) 
Address: _________________________________________ 
Location: _________________________State____ PC _____ 
 

 

PAY Three options: 
1. by cheque/MO and post to: 
 107 Battery Assn, PO Box 199  

Erindale Centre, ACT 2903 

2. Email order and direct credit to: 

107 Bty a/c  
BSB 803205 a/c 20689178  
With your name in remarks 

3. Use credit card form below. 
Questions? E: hiltonlenard at hotmail dot com 
Mobile: 0418 695 345 
 



 
Health and safety chiefs say British soldiers can't fire their mortars because they are too 
LOUD! The 81mm mortar was routinely employed in fight against the Taliban. But bosses say firing 
it more than 5,000 metres exceeds work place sound limits. Soldiers can now only practice mortar fire 
up to a range of 2,000 metres. New rule comes after fears that many veterans have sustained hearing 
problems 
By ALEXANDER ROBERTSON FOR MAILONLINE on 14 January 2016 
 
British soldiers have been banned from firing mortars at full range in training by health and safety 
bosses - because they are too loud. The longer-range 81mm mortar, which was routinely employed by 
the British Army against the Taliban, is set to see reduced use in training after it was deemed a risk to 
the hearing of troops. Health and safety chiefs have ruled that firing the 81mm at a longer range than 
5,000 metres exceeds the upper work place sound limit by 137 decibels, despite the use of ear 
defenders. 

 
 
Royal Marines from 42 Commando Mortar Troop carry out a night fire mission using a 81mm mortar 
in Now Zad, Afghanistan. 
Solders have now been ordered to employ a reduced charge to cut down the level of noise, meaning 
they can only practice up to a range of 2,000 metres. The 81mm has been long established with British 
troops, and was used by Allied forces during the Invasion of Normandy on D-Day in 1944. 
The ranged explosive is used to this day by the British Army to pound insurgent positions, as well as 
to provide support to ground forces on an assault or during a retreat. The Noise at Work rules could be 
overruled on operational grounds by Defence Secretary Michael Fallon, but he is yet to intervene.  
 
Parachute Regiment veteran Paul Biddiss told the Daily Mirror: 'This is -ridiculous. You have to be 
able to use a weapon system to its maximum capability.' 



 
 
The new rule comes following fears that many Afghan war veterans have sustained issues with their 
hearing due to being in regular proximity to mortar fire. A spokesperson for the Ministry of Defence 
(MoD) said: 'We keep our health and safety policies under constant review and are committed to 
ensuring Service personnel have appropriate protection during both training and operations. 'Training 
exercises have been redesigned to maximise the learning experience within noise level restrictions. 
'This still allows mortar crews, mortar fire controllers and exercising troops to train and practice the 
operational employment of the weapon system.' In 1997 the MoD agreed to pay £80,000 to a former 
soldier after the parachute regiment member lost his hearing following an exercise at the Otterburn 
training ground in Northumberland. Former lance corporal James Nicholls, who specialised in spotting 
mortar fire from forward positions, was handed the payout after sustaining hearing problems during a 
simulated battle exercise in 1991.  
Although another court judgment last year ruled that the MoD could not be culpable for deafness 
incurred by troops in battle, lawyers argue that in peace-time the ministry is subject to the same health 
and safety laws as any other employer. 
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3398935/British-soldiers-t-fire-mortars-loud-say-
health-safety-bosses.html#ixzz4FxMkP4ND  

----------------------------------------------------- 
 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 
And the final word from Warrie: 
How to get to Heaven from Scotland. I was testing children in my Glasgow Sunday school class to 
see if they understood the concept of getting into heaven.  
I asked them, "If I sold my house and my car, had a big jumble sale and gave all my money to the 
church, would that get me into heaven?"  
"NO!" the children answered.  
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the garden and kept everything tidy, would that get me into 
heaven?"  
Again, the answer was 'No!'  
By now I was starting to smile. "Well, then, if I was kind to animals and gave sweets to all the children 
and  loved my husband, would that get me into heaven?"  
They all answered 'No!'    
I was bursting with pride for them.  I continued, "Then how can I get into heaven?" 
A six year old boy shouted, ”Yuv got tae be fukin' dead"    
Kinda brings a wee tear tae yir eye...   
 

---------------------------------------------------- 
   
 
 
 
 
 

Members of 3rd Para of the 16 
Air Assault Brigade during a 
training exercise with an 
81mm mortar 
A senior military source 
added: 'The noise problem has 
been an issue for years but I 
didn't see any concern from 
politicians when we were 
using mortars in Helmand.' 

 


