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Welcome to 2018/19 summer and the short run towards Christmas. 
 
It was not a perfect last few months for me as I had an “incident” whilst ski instructing and damaged 
a shoulder badly enough to warrant a replacement sooner or later – hopefully later.  So, I’m madly 
trying to strengthen some of the bits I have left at present but it means no competitive skiing for me 
in the New Year in Scandinavia. 
 
Now for a couple of 107 connections..... 
 
You will note the reference to “The last gunner Field Marshal” 
later in this Edition.  He was Field Marshal Richard Frederick 
Vincent, Baron Vincent of Coleshill, GBE, KCB, DSO and I had the 
honour to know him as a fellow officer and a friend.  The 
connection with 107 Battery is that we, 107 Field Battery part of 
6 Light Regiment – 28 Commonwealth Brigade – 17th Gurkha 
Division, served with Dick Vincent in Malaysia when he was a 
Major and we were part of 6 Light Regiment RA. 
In 1980, personally spent some time with him in England when 
he was the Commandant of the Royal Military College of Science 
at Shrivenham and I was doing 14 Army Staff Course and later, a 
Special Maths and Ballistics specialization.   Later, when I was in 
Army Materiel Division in Army Office, I was chosen to escort Sir Richard and his wife Jean around 
Australia in 1984 when he was the Master General of the Ordnance.  He presented me with his 
personal Medallion for this service. 
I will always remember Dick as an excellent technical gunner and a thorough gentleman.  RIP Sir 
Richard. 
 
Now to another “Richard” with a 107 connection.  During 107’s Vietnam tour in 1970/71, I was 
Callsign Enterprise 12, the FO with B Coy 2RAR/NZ.  Dick Hawkins was a Nasho Private and one of the 
Machine Gunners, in 6 Platoon of B Company, 2Lt Peter Gibson’s platoon. On the night of 15 
December 1970, a half platoon ambush (14 men and one MG) we had set near a suspicious dwelling 
in the Courtney Rubber Estate well North of Nui Dat, was triggered by the enemy. I was with 
Company HQ a couple of kilometres away.  I still hold a strong memory the whispered radio traffic 
then the Claymores and Dick’s gun going non-stop for about 150 rounds initially then sporadically for 
another 45 minutes. It was a particularly nasty fire-fight resulting in at least 10 enemy KIA, most 
within 10 to 25 metres of Dicks gun.  The enemy swung, and with AK47 and grenades, probed the 
Western and Southern flanks of the ½ platoon.  Unfortunately, because of Civilian Access 
boundaries, I could only provide Illumination (81mm and US Four-Deuce mortars) – and there was a 
lot of that for a long time.  The short of it was that 2Lt Peter Gibson was awarded an MC, Corporal 

https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Field_marshal_(United_Kingdom).html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Knight_Grand_Cross_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Knight_Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_Bath.html
https://ipfs.io/ipfs/QmXoypizjW3WknFiJnKLwHCnL72vedxjQkDDP1mXWo6uco/wiki/Distinguished_Service_Order.html


Ken (Grub) Johnston (WIA), an MM and Dick Hawkins was recommended for a Military Medal which 
was not approved but downgraded to an MID.  Well, wrongs are finally righted and on 16 August this 
year, Dick was personally awarded the Medal for Gallantry by our Governor General.  The complete 
and very interesting story can be read at http://defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au/wp-
content/uploads/2013/06/Hawkins-2.pdf, but here is the extract of the citation. 
    
…on 15th December, 1970, Private Hawkins was the machine gunner of an ambush patrol in the 
vicinity of the Courtenay Rubber Estate, Phuoc-Tuy Province. At 2100 hours the machine-gun group 
heard the movement of a group of approximately 20 enemy approaching the ambush position. The 
ambush was initiated when the machine gun group fired claymore mines and Private Hawkins fired a 
long burst of accurate fire. During the ensuing fire- fight, which lasted 45 minutes, Private Hawkins 
continued to engage, with short bursts, enemy movement in the contact area. His accuracy of fire 
caused heavy casualties to the enemy; it was later established that 10 enemy dead lay in an area 
from 15 metres to 120 metres from Private Hawkins’ position and most of these were attributed to 
his effective fire. His calm response and reactions under the heavy enemy return fire, which wounded 
two Australians, were a steadying influence on the remainder of his patrol and reflect great credit on 
himself, his Regiment and the Australian Army.’ 
 
Seeing this is a “bumper” edition for the 100th anniversary of the end of the Great War, Ill finish with 
a photo of the amazing poppy field at the AWM that I visited just before Armistice Day. 
May everybody, Rammers, Black Sheep and families, have a great Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year.  This RR is a great read, sit back with a cup or glass of something and enjoy. 
 
Late Breaking News 
Vale, 33802 BRIGADIER ANTHONY RODGERS ROBERTS, 2RAR/NZ (ANZAC) BN 
Brigadier (Ret’d) Anthony Rogers (Tan) Roberts, passed away Monday, 26 November 2018. 
Major Tan Roberts was the Ops Officer during the 2RAR/NZ (ANZAC) Bn tour of South Vietnam in 
1970-71. 
Some of us knew Tan well - RIP 
 
Merry Christmas, 
 

Warren (Noddy) Feakes 
  

http://defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Hawkins-2.pdf
http://defence-honours-tribunal.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Hawkins-2.pdf


An “Optional Extra” from the President 
 
A mystery from my walks around Lake Tuggeranong 
 
Anybody know its origins or WTF it is doing there.  Its on the lakeshore walkway, behind 
Tuggeranong Library in Canberra’s southern Town Centre.. 

 
 
  



 

A Brief History of Saint Barbara: Saint Barbara was born in the year 218 A.D., in Nicomedia, a 

city of northern Asia Minor. Her father, Dioscorus, was a tyrannical Roman. During his absence from 

home, the girl embraced the teaching of Origen, the great Christian doctor. Dioscorus on his return 

ordered a new house built for Barbara, who was very beautiful, where she might entertain her suitors. 

To symbolize her faith, the maiden induced the builder to put three windows in her bedroom to typify 

the Trinity, instead of the two windows her father had ordered. When Dioscorus discovered the third, 

most significant window and questioned her, Barbara admitted she had become a Christian. Not only 

did she insist upon clinging to the new religion, but she rejected the suitor whom her father had 

selected as her husband. She was tried on her father's indictment, found guilty and sentenced to 

death. Dioscorus called the prefect, "Give me the sword; she shall die at my own hands." And so did 

Barbara die at the hands of her own father. Even as the sword fell, lightening fell upon this cruel 

father and consumed him as he stood. Because lightening appeared to revenge the death of Barbara, 

she became the protectress against lightning and thunder.  

Artillery Soldiers and Engineers, regardless of the flags under which they served through the 

centuries, have claimed Barbara as their patron saint 
-------------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

5716629 Gunner Allan Thomas Corcoran was born in Adelaide on 1 August 1984 and 

accepted his final posting to the Great Gun Park on 12 October 2018. 

 

 
Above: Allan at the Townsville airport just before midnight on 6 May 1970, with the Battery 

on the way to Vietnam. 

He attended the Association reunion Townsville 2005 and several other reunions held in SA. 

His eldest daughter, Sally, passed away on 13 September 2010, aged 32. His late wife, Louise 

Nicholson, passed away on 19 Mat 2011. Allan never regained his Mojo after these sad 

events. A fine Rammer, his partner and daughter are gone but never forgotten. 

--------------------------------------- 

 

Conscripted into the Royal Australian Artillery in April 

1969, he served with 107 Battery at Townsville late 

1969-70 and Vietnam 7 May 1970 to 18 March 1971. 

Allan initially served as a gun number on Alpha gun 

detachment commanded by Sgt Ray Gann and then with 

Capt Ian Simpson’s Forward Observer (FO) party in 

support of A Company 2 RAR/NZ. Allan was discharged 

on completion of his National Service obligation and 

returned to South Australia,  

They shall grow not old,  

as we that are left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor 

the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun 

and in the morning 

We will remember them. 

Lest We Forget 
 



 

FAB is the Field Artillery Brigade and was the Great War equivalent of our current RAA 
Regiment. In 1916 to 1919, 7FAB comprised of 25 Battery, 26 Battery, 27 Battery and 107 
Battery. 25, 26 & 27 were Field Batteries and 107 the Howitzer Battery. The 7th FAB was in 
support of the 7th Brigade of the 3 Division, AIF  

107 Battery - Killed in Action: Bdr Pember R.M. 1 Feb 17, Gnr Walsh E.P 1 Feb 17, Maj 
Patterson G.H. 14 Apr 17, Sgt Ladd B. 6 Jun 17, Bdr Richards W.E. 24 Jun 17, Cpl Cade J.F 8 
Jul 17, Gnr Biggar J.K. 8 Jul 17, Dvr Tompkins W.E. 23 Jul 17, Gnr Hill W.H. 21 Jul 17, Gnr 
Gibbs R.E. 10 Aug 17, Driver Pettitt F.J. 23 Sep 17, Lnt Rutledge H.F. 9 Oct 17, Gnr McColgan 
15 Oct 17, Cpl McGregor G. 22 Jun 18, Dvr Holmes J.F. 8 Aug 18, Sgt Gillespie M.M. 21 Aug 
18, Gnr Bezer H.J. 22 Aug 18, Gnr Gilson J.N. 21 Oct 18 and Gnr Lakin F.H. 23 Oct 18.  

107 Battery - Died of Wounds: Dvr Smith P.W. 6 Jun 17, Gnr Payne R.S. 23 Jun 17, Dvr 
McPherson D. 23 Jul 17, Gnr McRobert J.W. 20 Sep 17, Lnt Cooper W.S. 22 Sep 19, Gnr 
Morley F.W. 19 Oct 17, Pte Strong 20 Oct 17, Dvr Kendall H. 20 Oct 17, Sgt Capel R. 6 Apr 18, 
Cpl Long A.B. 6 Apr 18, Gnr Tully J.K. 22 Aug 18, Gnr Lawrence J. 6 Oct 18.  

107 Battery - Died of Illness: Dvr Bishop G.H. 19 Nov 17.  

WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM - LEST WE FORGET  

--------------------------------------- 

 

Our Dead by S.W. Hodge, 1918 

From page 2 of the book “7
th

 F.A.B. Yandoo, Vol 111 – Active Service Issue, September 

1919”, self-published by the committee of Bombardiers S.E. Ruhu and E. Harding and 

Gunners B.C. Duckworth (26
th

 Battery) and S.W. Hodge. This book details by stories, photos 

cartoons, maps of the activities, trials and tribulations of the members of the 7
th

 Field 

Artillery Brigade (WW1 equivalent of our current Regiment), with which 107
th

 Howitzer 

Battery served for its entire time on the Western Front between 1916 and 1919. See the 

details of Christmas Lunch served to 107 members in the field on 25 December 1918, in the 

Great War special presentation later in this edition of RAM Ramblings. 

 

November 2019, 100 years since the World War 1 

Armistice, it is appropriate to remember those from 107 

Battery who lost their lives in that devastating conflict, 

initially called the Great War and the War to end all 

Wars! The book '7th F.A.B. Yandoo, Vol 111, Active 

Service Issue’, page 20 lists the Roll of Honour for 107th 

Battery Causality list. 

 



 

-------------------------------------- 

 

 

 



The last gunner Field Marshal dies - VALE Field Marshal The Lord Vincent GBE KCB 

DSO of the Royal Artillery. I regret to inform you that Field Marshal The Lord Vincent GBE 

KCB DSO sadly died on Sat 8 Sep 18. The Field Marshal is the last gunner Field Marshal of 

the Royal Artillery and was Master Gunner St James’s Park from 1996 – 2000. The funeral 

was held on Friday 28 September 2018 and a memorial service at a later date. 

 

----------------------------------- 
 

We bow our heads and remember the supreme sacrifice on 29
th

 October 2011, of Corporal 

Ashley Birt, Lance Corporal Luke Gavin and Captain Bryce Duffy, who were killed in a 

green-on-blue at Patrol Base Sorkh Bed, in Afghanistan's Kandahar province. 

A combined force of Afghans and Australians had just completed the morning parade when 

ANA soldier Darwish Khan opened fire on the Australians with his automatic weapon. 

According to an official inquiry CAPT Duffy and CPL Birt were dead on arrival at the Tarin 

Kowt medical facility while LCPL Gavin died following surgery. An ISAF interpreter was 

also killed, while seven other Australians, one ANA member and two other interpreters were 

wounded. Corporal Nathan Searle, the only soldier uninjured in the attack, shot and killed 

Khan.  

 
 

CPL Searle later said the combat medics "stole the show" in the minutes after the attack with 

their work on the seven wounded soldiers. 

Ed: Captain Bryce Duffy was a member of 4 Regiment RAA. 

Rest in peace, diggers.  

We will remember you. #neverforgotten #lestweforget#modernsoldier 

---------------------------------------- 

 

What happened to the Titanic Newspaper boy? 

Gunner Edward John Parfett MM of the Royal Field Artillery was killed in action 100 years 

ago, aged 22.  

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/neverforgotten?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lestweforget?source=feed_text
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/lestweforget?source=feed_text


 
 

The photograph has become an iconic image, symbolising the shock and disbelief that 

greeted news of the disaster. Parfett joined the British Army in 1916. He was about to head 

home on leave when he paused to collect some fresh clothes from a quartermaster’s store. 

At that moment, the store was struck by an artillery shell and Parfett is killed 13 days before 

the war ended. Had he not stopped, he would have survived the Great War. 

Lest we Forget  
------------------------------------------------- 

 

From the Battery Commander - Major Chris Lingard. 

December 2018  

As the year draws to close, I 

take this time to bring the 

members of the association up 

to date on the activities and 

accomplishments of 107 Bty 

during this eventful year. 

Members of A Det conducting 

High angle shooting on Ex 

CHAU PHA at High Range.  



2018 was exceptionally successful for the Bty, it encompassed several major exercise and 

activities. We began with Ex FIRST RUN which tested all members of the Bty in the 

application of technical gunnery procedures within a tactical scenario. This culminated in a 

CO/BC fire plan for the Bty.  

Late March to early April saw 107 Bty personnel on Ex SSANG YONG held in the Republic 

of Korea (ROK) attached to 1 RAR in a Joint Relation Operation. This allowed the Bty to 

observe and participate in the planning and execution of amphibious operations whilst 

enabling opportunities to exchange subject matter expertise with the US Marine Corps 

(USMC) and the ROK Marine Corps.  

 This was followed by Ex CHAU PHA which comprised of high angle shooting and technical 

gunnery procedures. The exercise then transitioned into Ex BROLGA SPRINT which 

facilitated a Live Fire Exercise (LFX) supporting 3 BDE. This LFX consisted of Danger 

Close lane for five Combined Combat Teams from 1 RAR, 2 Cav, US Army, USMC, and the 

Japanese Self Defence Force (JSDF). 

As the Regt began to transition into the ‘Reset’ phase of the Force Generation Cycle (FGC), 

members of the Bty attached to 3 RAR and 3 CER as OPFOR in order to support 7 BDE 

certification as the ‘Ready’ Combat Brigade during Ex HAMEL.  

Running concurrently to the previous exercise’s detailed above, members of the Bty also 

participated in two rotations of Rifle Company Butterworth (RCB). ECN 255 and 254 

members from the Bty also were sent as support on Ex RIMPAC, which was a combined live 

field training exercise that included operational and tactical level training in the Hawaiian and 

Southern California operating areas.  Members of the Bty also deployed to the Philippines in 

order to develop the Philipino Army’s Forward Air Controllers in Airspace deconfliction and 

offensive support Coordination.    

The remaining six months of the year saw 

the Regt assume its position in the ‘Reset’ 

phase of the FGC. The Bty conducted Ex 

SHEEP WHISPERER, a training week 

which took place 

at Cowley Beach 

Training Area. 

This consisted of 

Junior NCO’s 

development in 

leading, and 

training in basic 

communications. Our final activity of the 

year was Ex BLACK DAGGER which 

involved providing support to the ADF JTAC trainees whilst also conducting Regt range and 

course training. This saw 107 Bty detach personnel in order to support 109 and 106 Bty. 

Concurrently the remainder of the Bty conducted Infantry Minor Tactics training, acting as 

enemy party.  

As the year came to an end the Regt 

conducted various sporting carnivals and 

challenges. The 

Bty proved once 

again its 

superiority, 

winning the Regt 

Athletics Carnival 

(left) Members of 

the Bty conducting 

Communications 

training at Cowley 

Beach training 

Area.  

(right) The 

Champion sections 

of the Kingsford 

Challenges. 



and the Cross Country. The Bty also placed extremely favourable in the Kingsford challenge 

coming first and second with the two sections entered. These victories have positioned the 

Bty extremely well in retaining the Champion Bty of the Regt. The Bty hopes to continue its 

high level of training and success into 2019.  

 

(Below) 107 Bty member on board the USS Bonhomme Richard on Ex SSANG YONG.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

107 Bty Awards 2018 

At the Bty function the following awards were 

presented by Mr. Brett Armstrong (BSM 107 

Battery 2005-6) to the soldiers on behalf of 107 

Battery Association  

 

Most outstanding Soldier – GNR Michael Neilson 

 

BC Major Chris Lingard, Brett Armstrong, GNR 

Michael Neilson & acting BSM SGT Mick Saliba. 

 

 

 

 

(Left) Top row: GNR Bossman, LT Laufman, 

GNR Booth, GNR Beven, GNR Allen, GNR 

Findlay, GNR Dekuek, LBDR Leigh, GNR 

Dale. 

Middle row: GNR Pawson, BDR Kingston, 

LT Brown, GNR  Judge, BDR Hamer, GNR 

Drew 

Front row: LBDR Fazldeen , LBDR 

Hillhouse 

(Right) Second row: LBDR Leigh, GNR Bossman, 

GNR Judge, GNR Findlay, GNR Booth, GNR 

Dale 

Middle Row: GNR Pawson, LBDR Fazldeen, 

GNR Judge, GNR Drew 

(Left) Top row: GNR Beven, GNR Drew, 

LBDR Fazldeen,  

Middle Row: BDR Hamer, GNR Findlay, GNR 

Booth, GNR Pawman, LBDR Leigh, GNR 

Allen  



 

 

 

Most proficient JNCO – BDR Mitch Hamer 

 

 

BC MAJOR Chris Lingard, Brett Armstrong, BDR 

Mitch Hamer, and acting BSM SGT Mick Saliba. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Detachment – A Detachment,  

BDR Ben Kingston 

 

BC MAJOR Chris Lingard, Brett 

Armstrong, BDR Ben Kingston, and 

acting BSM SGT Mick Saliba. 

 

 

 

 

Best 

Signaller – GNR Hayden Farrier 

 

 

BC MAJOR Chris Lingard, Brett Armstrong, GNR 

Hayden Farrier, and acting BSM SGT Mick Saliba 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Awards Included; 

 

Best Officer – LT Stacy Brown  

Best SNCO – SGT Michael Saliba  

Best 254 (Artillery Command Systems Operator – OpCP)– GNR Keegan Valencic  

Best 255 (Artillery Observer - FO Ack)– GNR Michael Neilson   

Best 162 - (Driver) GNR Corey Judge  

Best Sportsman – BDR Ben Kingston  

Best Driver – GNR Peter Booth  

 



 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

Recognising and Respecting our Veterans– DVA media release 27 October 2018 

Veterans and their families are at the centre of a fresh package of initiatives from our 

Government to recognise their vital role and service to Australia. We understand the home 

front is just as important as the front line. Our Government will develop an Australian 

Veterans’ Covenant that will be enacted in legislation, so the nation can recognise the unique 

nature of military service and support veterans and their families. Like the United Kingdom 

Armed Forces Covenant, the Australian Veterans’ Covenant is for the Australian community 

to recognise the service and sacrifice of the men and women who commit to defend the 

nation and pledge their commitment to support veterans and their families. As part of this 

Veterans’ Covenant, a new Australian Veterans’ Card and an Australian Veterans’ Lapel Pin 

will make it easier for all Australians to recognise and respect the unique contribution that 

veterans have made to Australia and for our veterans to reconnect with others who have 

served. As we have seen throughout the Invictus Games and in the lead up to the Centenary 

of Armistice, Australians want to acknowledge and show respect for our veterans who have 

given so much in their service. Businesses, government and community organisations can 

also play their part in recognising and respecting those who have served. The card and the pin 

can help these organisations identify veterans when they aren’t wearing their uniform or 

medals, so they can offer discounts and extra support. 

  

The new Card and Lapel Pin will for the first time enable everyone across the nation to 

recognise and acknowledge the unique nature of military service and support the more than 

300,000 veterans in Australia and their families. The Prime Minister will be writing to 

businesses and communities to urge them to recognise the service of our veterans. In addition 

to the record $11.2 billion annual support our government delivers for veterans and their  

families, we will invest $11.1 million in these measures to deliver a national approach to 

recognise veterans and will further consult defence and veterans’ communities in coming 

weeks. We will also deliver $6.7 million to develop the Soldier-On Fussell House 

accommodation facility to be co-located at the Concord Repatriation Hospital in Sydney that 

the NSW Government is investing more than $340 million to rebuild. This includes the 

National Centre for Veterans Health – an Australian first, state of the art centre for specialised 

health care for veterans. Named for Lieutenant Michael Fussell who was (Ed: he was an Artillery 

Forward Observer with 2 Commando Regiment – formally 4RAR) serving with the Special 

Operations Task Group in Afghanistan when he was killed in action by  an Improvised 

Explosive Device detonation, the facility will house up to 40 veterans and their families at a 

time and will especially benefit those from regional and rural areas when veterans are getting 

treatment. 

  

The Government will also invest $7.6 million for the Kookaburra Kids Defence Program to 

boost their targeted support to children of ex-serving defence force members who are 

experiencing mental health issues due to their service. The Kookaburra Kids Defence 

Program was first supported by our government with a $2.1 million injection in a pilot 

program in NSW, the ACT, Queensland and the NT for 569 children, and this extra  

investment will see the program expand into Victoria, South Australia and Western Australia 

for 1,750 children. 

  

As a country we can always do more to recognise and back in our veterans. The government 

is committed to setting Australia up to support the veterans of today and tomorrow. 



 
(Ed: the Defence Force Welfare Association and other ESO's have for the past decade been fighting 

for the Military Covenant. The Government and Opposition have finally accepted the concept, allbeit 

with the word Defence changed to Veteran. However, despite the definitions of Veteran in the two 

DVA Acts (VEA & MRCA), DVA now defines the word Veteran to mean and Serviceperson who has 

completed at least one (yes one) day service in the permanent Australian Defence Force. Your 

Watercart Operator has no issues with this definition)  

------------------------------------------ 

 

Rammers gather again in Sydney by Hilton Lenard 

 

 
------------------------------------------ 

 

Secretary’s Report: With great sadness your Secretary advises the notification of Allan 

Corcoran’s posting to the Great Gun Park (see Vale above and on our website 

www.107fdbty.com ) Rest in Peace, Allan Corcoran.  

 

However, it is with great pleasure that we welcome a new RAMMER, Brett Armstrong from 

Townsville. Brett was BSM of the Battery in 2006-16. He is now a full time advocate with 

Mates for Mates in Townsville, looking after the compensation and welfare of fellow 

Veterans in North Queensland. Bret has also agreed to take on the position of Assistant 

Treasurer as part of the MoI between 107 Battery Association and the RAA Association of 

NQ (see separate report).  

 

Election of Committee Members: After calling for further nominations is previous RAM 

Ramblings, no further nominations for any of the elected positions were received. Therefore, 

the nominations received earlier this year are declared duly re-elected as the Committee of 

107 Battery Association for the next four years, 2019 to 2022. The full list of elected and 

nominated committee members are shown below in the Secretary’s report. Any member who 

would like to contribute to the efficient operation of 107 Battery Association and join the 

Committee, is most welcome. Please contact the Secretary. 

 

Reunion Townsville 2020, the fiftieth commemoration of 107
th

 Battery deploying to 

Vietnam, Townsville 23-29 April 2020. 

 

Every year, usually on the 

second Friday of November, a 

group of Rammers gather for 

lunch at the Bowlers Club in. 

York Street Sydney. 

This year there were several 

apologies, including at the last 

moment, from Ian ‘Bozo’ 

Simpson who was crook.  

 

Brian ‘Tappy’ Tapp attended 

but had to leave early when 

Robyn was unexpectedly 

admitted to Northern Beaches. 

She has since been discharged 

and all is reported as well. 

http://www.107fdbty.com/


Warning Order Reunion 2020 Townsville mark your diary for Reunion 

Townsville 23-29 April 2020. The planning details are: 
 

Friday 24 April 2020: arrive Townsville and book into your self-booked accommodation. 

Evening welcome back to Townsville function at the Herbert Hotel (102 Sturt Street 

Townsville in heart of CBD, opposite the Cowboys Club and Hotel Grand Chancellor, aka the Sugar shaker). 
 

Saturday 25 April 2020: Dawn service at 4 Regiment, Anzac March at the Strand and 

fellowship and BBQ lunch at the Herbert Hotel. 
 

Sunday 26 April 2020: leisurely morning then a tour of multi Museums in Townsville. 

Evening function at Herbert Hotel. 
 

Monday 27 April 2020: visit to Billabong Sanctuary. Evening 50
th

 commemoration of 

deploying to Vietnam dinner at Herbert Hotel. 
 

Tuesday 28 April 2020: Magnetic Island cruise then Reunion farwell dinner at Herbert Hotel 
 

Following from the highly successful Malaysian 2017 50
th

 commemoration fo deploying to 

Malaysia and the Townsville 2010 40
th

 commemoration of the Battery deployment to 

Vietnam, another fully family-friendly program is planned with the adult children and 

grandkids of members most welcome. Full details and invitations to join the activities will be 

issued in July 2019. 

------------------------------------- 

 

Operation Order: 107 Battery Assn – Reunion Seymour & Cowes - April 

2019 – informal gathering of Rammers. Book your own accommodation and pay your own way. 
 

Seymour Reunion: Wed 24 – Sun 28 April 2019 
Contact Hilton Lenard e: hiltonlenard@hotmail.com m: 0418 695 345 
 

Wednesday 24 April 2019: Arrive Seymour and book into your selected accommodation 

motel. Evening welcome drinks & meal (buy your own) from 5.00pm at Prince of Wales Hotel 

(45 Emily St – Cnr Robert St). 
 

Thursday 25 April 2019: Dawn service followed by Seymour March and post march 

fellowship Seymour RSL Club (2 Crawford St - Cnr Station St) Full details to follow. 
 

Friday 26 April 2019: visit School of Artillery and the RAAOC (tank) Museum (subject to 

clearances being obtained from Puckapunyal Military Area). You will need government issued photo ID and I 

will require the details of this to be lodged the week prior to the entry to Puckapunyal. From 6.00 pm, 

evening Reunion dinner & drinks Royal Hotel (buy your own) (26 Emily St – Cnr of Manners St).  
 

Saturday 27 April 2019: Tour Seymour Vietnam Veterans’ Museum followed by visit to 

wineries of Mitchellstown (and The Ministry of Chocolate factory) and Tabilk with lunch at 

Tabilk, (near Nagambie 30 kms north of Seymour). Farwell evening: Seymour (RSL) Club (1 

Elizabeth St – Cnr Tallarook St – note this is different location to the RSL club open only for Anzac Day). 
 

Sunday 27 April 2019: RTU – relocate to Cowes or return to unit (home) 

 

Seymour Accommodation: check Google but recommended for central location are: 

1. Comfort Inn Coach and Bushmen’s 66 Emily St – ph: 03 5792 3744. 

2. New Crossing Place – 53 Emily St ph: 03 5792 2800 

Make you own accommodation bookings for each location. In true KISS principal, it will 

be a pay for yourself as you go Reunion.  
 

Bring your partner and grandkids. All will be welcome to march behind the RAMMER 

Banner. 

mailto:hiltonlenard@hotmail.com


 

Check accommodation using your favourite search engine (eg booking.com) BUT THEN 

phone the hotel/motel direct to make your booking. You will pay no more and usually have 

more flexible payment & cancellation arrangement. BUT most importantly, it will prevent a 

significant proportion (around 40%) of your accommodation fee being sent direct to booking 

agency in the USA and away from the local Cowes or Seymour communities. 
 

More Information?? Then contact your Secretary Hilton Lenard at email: 

hiltonlenard@hotmail.com – or mobile: 0418 695 345 

 

THEN Phillip Island (Cowes) Reunion Sun 28 to Thu 1 May 2019  
Our Rammer at Cowes is Geoff Wayde; email: geoff.wade15@gmail.com mob: 0407 311 134. To advice your 
attendance and more details contact Hilton Lenard e: hiltonlenard@hotmail.com m: 0418 695 345 

Some may wish to stay longer and undertake further tourist activities, as listed below. 
 

Sunday 28 April 2019: Relocate and arrive Cowes by own means and book into your own 

accommodation. At 4.30 pm, gather at RSL for welcome and evening meal. Book own 

accommodation from the list below. 
 

Monday 29 April 2019: Visit National Vietnam Veterans Museum, lunch at cafe at museum. 

Around 5.00 pm meet at RSL (or perhaps an alternative Pub/Restaurant?) for evening meal. 
 

Tuesday 30 April 2019: Phillip Island tour in own vehicles, guided by Geoff, with lunch at 

Purple Hen Winery (details to be confirmed) OR select alternative from the list below. Then 

around 6.00 pm meet at RSL for farewell and evening meal. 
 

Wednesday 1 May 2019: – Return to Unit (home) or continue touring Victoria. 
 

Cowes Motel/Hotels: (book and pay your own accommodation). 

1. Arthur Phillip Motel: close to RSL and reasonable walk to shops. 

2. Woodbyne Resort: close to RSL and good walk to the shops. 

3. Comfort Resort Kaloha:  close to the shops. 

4. Coachman Motel: close to the shops. 

5. Sea Horse Motel: close to the shops. 

6. North Pier Hotel: close to shops. 

Cowes Caravan Parks: 

1. Cowes Foreshore Tourist Park: quality cabins and powered sites. Approximately 15-

minute walk to shops. 

2. Anchor Belle Holiday Park: They have available variety of cabins. 40-minute walk to 

the shops. 
 

Cowes shopping area comprises coffee shops, restaurants, supermarkets and tourist shops. 
 

Things to see on Phillip Island: 

1. The National Vietnam Veterans Museum visit as a group booking of $10 PP and a 

morning tea or lunch could be arranged at an additional cost. Needs to be pre-booked.   

2. Seal watching cruise, leaves Cowes to the Nobbies seal rock colony. Prices are $80 

PP adult, $72 PP concession, Group 5+ $68 PP or Group 20-70 $60 PP. 

3. Helicopter flights from Newhaven, around $85 PP for 8 minutes, $420 PP 42 minutes. 

4. Churchill Island Heritage Farm, adults $13 PP, Concession $9-10 PP. 

5. Koala Conservation Centre: Adults $13 PP, Concession $9-10 PP. 

6. Penguin Parade, the penguins arrive at beach around dusk. Need to book ahead as it is 

very popular with foreign tourists, adults: $26 PP & concession $19 PP. 

7. Antarctic Journey at the Nobbies, adult $18 PP, concession $13 PP. 

8. Phillip Island Grand Prix Circuit includes Go Karts, Hot Laps, Slot Cars and History 

of Motor Sport (mainly Phillip Island Track) Museum. 

mailto:hiltonlenard@hotmail.com
mailto:geoff.wade15@gmail.com
mailto:hiltonlenard@hotmail.com


9. Purple Hen winery. 
4-Park Pass available at the Information centre at Newhaven or Cowes, including Penguin Parade, 

Antarctic Journey, Koala Centre, and Churchill Island Heritage Farm. Adult $58-80 save $11-40. 
All prices are indicative and may vary. The accommodation costs are based on late April. 

Regards Geoff Wade - 107 Battery Assn representative at Cowes, Phillip Island Victoria 

-------------------------------------- 
 

Unit Citation for Gallantry for Battle of Coral & Balmoral 

The Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia and Commander-in-Chief of the 

Defence Force on fifteenth of May 2018, issued the above citation to the units listed on the 

citation who were involved in the operations which have become known as Coral and 

Balmoral. 12 Field Regiment, RAA was the Artillery unit involved. At that time, 107 Battery, 

at the time part of 28 ANZUK Brigade based at Tendrah, Malacca in Malaysia, had provided 

two forward observer parties to assist 12 Regiment through a manning difficulty. It has now 

been established that members of those two parties are entitled to the citation, as were all 

members on the posted strength of the 1 Australian Task Force (1ATF) at the time. The two 

FO parties comprised: 

1. Capt Graham Phegan, Bdr Ken Tobin. LBdr Paul “Duchy” Holland and Gnrs Bob 

McKinnon, Col Hoade and Wilfred “Bill” Jones, and 

 

2. Capt Ian “UNCLE” Simpson, Bdr Brian Foster, and Gnrs Sid Armistead, John 

Shelley, Tony Sobolewsky and Trevor “859” Jones. 

 

 
------------------------------------- 

 
 

 

 

Initially, Defence Honours and 

Awards were reluctant to issue 

the citation to the 107 Battery 

members as their official records 

listed them as “visitors.” 

However, once the Battery 

Commander of the time, Major 

George Barnard provided 

evidence that the two FO parties 

were provided from Malaysia at 

the direct request of 12 Field 

Regiment and that both parties 

were preforming their full duties 

in action, approval was 

forthcoming. Thanks to Bo 

Plenty for a bit of administrative 

work! 

 



Lest We Forget - George Mansford © October 2018  
Once upon a time on dusty lonely tracks, swagmen roamed 
While Drovers by campfires longed for home  
Teachers used tools of rote, chalk and black boards on the wall   
Cobbler, miner, farmer, blacksmith, clerk, grocer, nurse and all   
They heard the call to war and stepped forward as one  
To serve their young nation until duty was done  
To reflect on what was; if not for such heroes, where would we be?  
The sacrifice and nobleness of their time to keep us free   
Brave deeds and mateship with a young nation’s flag held so high  
To hear them singing “Australia will be there” as their battle cry  
Loving families waiting for the casualty lists with hidden fear  
An unwelcome knock on the door and a new life of countless tears  
 

The tracks where swagmen trudged are now tar and white lines   
Drovers’ campfires are long gone, thanks to Father Time  
A new generation of teachers with computer and flashing screen 
Gone are the cobblers and others; yet Florence is still to be seen  
Yet their ghosts still mingle with our people who remember      
Never to be forgotten by city and town to beyond the Never-Never  
  
Concentrate and you will hear the rhythmic steps and see them again  
Marching in columns, be it searing heat or icy drenching rain  
Dreaming of their tomorrow to be home with loved ones once more  
Homesick for distant blue mountains and golden sandy shores  
Seeking peace, deep sleep, love, laughter and no more sad hooroos  
Now the column is fading, yet their genes and spirit are still with you  
  
In a troubled world, we “Down Under” must stay together  
As one people, one nation, one flag, today, tomorrow and forever   
Going forward in armour forged with our precious values of life   
Never faltering as we defy storms of discontent or evil strife  
New generations follow, learning of our history and soon standing tall   
What better way to remember and salute those who answered the bugle call 
                                                    Lest We Forget  

------------------------------------ 

 

Committee: Your committee is: 

ELECTED POSITIONS (Executive) 

President:   Warren (Noddy) Feakes – Wanniassa ACT – 0417 209 360 

Vice President:   Brian Tap – Narrabeen NSW - 0410 543 743 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Hilton Lenard – Kambah ACT - 0418 695 345   

State/Territory Representatives: (Elected) 

Queensland:   Neil Lunney – Sunshine Coast – 0419 712 136 

NSW    Bob Edmonds – Sydney - 0410 678 100 

Victoria:   Ken (Doc) Barclay – Mildura – 0428 251 364 

Tasmania:   Les Mullan – Launceston – 0408 449 006 

SA:    Adrian (Wally) Walford – Murray Bridge – 0418 818 776 

WA:    Bob White – Dudley Park - 08 9535 9411 

ACT:    Peter Moat – Weetangera - 0419 594 610 

NT:    Jim Wright – Palmerston – 0419 090 852 



NON-ELECTED POSITIONS (Appointed by the Committee) 

Editor RAM Ramblings: Warren (Noddy) Feakes – Wanniassa– 0417 209 360 

Webmaster:   Doc Barclay – Mildura – 0428 251 364 

Assistant Treasurer:  Brett Armstrong – Townsville Qld – 0418 721 567 

Historian:   Hilton Lenard – Kambah ACT – 0418 695 345 

Welfare Officer:  Ian (Bozo) Simpson – Sydney - 0432 610 794 

Hon Chaplin:    Rick Burley – Wallsend NSW - 0412 455 301 

Regional Representative: (Appointed by the Committee) 

North Qld:   Mike Dennison – Townsville - 0429 777 786  

Central Qld:   Jon Eaton – Sarina - 0402 248 716 

South Qld:   Jim Bray – Miami - 0403 748 858 

North NSW:    Col Lowe – Central Coast – 02 6761 8936 

Sydney:   Ian (Bozo) Simpson – Sydney - 0432 610 794  

South NSW:   Ian Hughes – Sanctuary Point – 0417 140 250 

Melbourne:   Noel Paterson – Rosebud – 0411 568 103 

 

BOARD of TRUSTREES:   Warren Feakes - Wanniassa – 0417 209 360 

     Hilton Lenard – Kambah - 0418 695 345 

     Jim Wright – Palmerston - 0419 090 852 

 

Election of Committee Members: As per our constitution, an election of committee 

members is due By December 2018. If no nominations are received by 20 December 2018, 

the above executive members will be re-elected for another four years. As your Committee 

slowly ages in place, new committee members are always welcome to join. Duties are not 

difficult and the more involved, the easier it is for all. 

 

Combining the efforts of kindred associations - 107 Battery Association and RAAA 

Association of NQ: Your 107 Battery Association Committee has signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoI) with the RAA Association of North Queensland. Both Associations 

have similar functions of supporting the service members of 107 Battery and 4 Regiment 

respectively. Recently the RAAANQ has experienced difficulties attracting Committee 

members for undertake the administrative requirements of an ESO. Thus, by combining our 

resources and 107 Battery assisting with the administrative functions, the RAAA NQ will be 

able to form a sub-committee of 107 Battery Association to concentrate on providing the 

annual awards to the members of 4 Regiment. Although the accounts will be administered 

jointly, the monies of each Association will be maintained in unique accounts of the parent 

Association. 
 

Members List: There are 198 financial members. Association membership covers all regions 

of Australia plus Paul Gaff in USA, Gordon Pound & Peter (Jock) Sime in the UK and Mac 

(Rob) McKimmin in Thailand. Sixteen members are currently serving in the Defence Force. 

Membership covers all periods of 107 Battery’s post 1965 history, with approximately one 

third having served at Holsworthy and/or Malaysia (1965-1969) a further third at Townsville 

then Vietnam (1969-1971) and a third at Townsville since 1971. Many have served in more 

than one location. Like an updated membership list then contact the Secretary. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: With 169 life subscribers, all life subscriptions are held in the Trustee 

accounts. Your membership renewal information is included in this edition. Subscriptions for 

2018 are now over-due, remaining at only $15 PA and life subscription at $150. As at 30 June 

2018 the Association accounts show a small trading loss of $142.15 compared with an 

equally small previous year loss of $145.00. Current assets are $4,566.25 in working funds 

and $30,509.91 held by the Trustees, representing all life subscriptions and resulting interest 



received to date. The RAAA NQ funds total $3,841.20. A copy of the combined accounts are 

available on request. 

------------------------------------------- 

 

Australians at War – January 
Source-Australian War Memorial – complied by Neil Layton 

January 31
st, 

1969. Aust Military Commitment to Vietnam reaches 8,300. 

January 3
rd,

 1941.   6
th

 Division in Action at Bardia, Libya. 

January 5
th,

 1941.  Bardia captured. 

January 8
th, 

1953. Last Aust servicemen home from Korea. 

January 9
th,

 1917. Light Horse captures Rafa. 

January 9
th,

 1966. 1RAR in Op “Crimp”. 

January 10
th,

 1942.Second AIF sails for Middle East. 

January 10
th,

 1942. Japanese air raid on Singapore. 

January 11
th,

 1942. Japanese capture Tarakan Is., Borneo. 

January 11
th,

 1973. Cessation of hostilities Vietnam by Aust forces. 

January 12
th,

 1943. Beginning of attack on Sanananda. 

January 14
th,

 1942. 8
th

 Div inflict heavy casualties on Japanese at Gemas. 

January 15
th,

 1944. 9
th

 Aust Div capture Sio on the Houn Peninsula. Signified the destruction 

of the Japanese 20
th

 Division. 

January 17
th,

 1991.  Coalition air attacks begin against Iraqi forces in Iraq and Kuwait. 

January 21
st,

 1941.  6
th

 Div begins its attack on Tobruk, Libya. 

January 22
nd,

 1941.  Tobruk surrenders to Aust 6 Div. 

January 23
rd,

 1942.  Japanese capture Rabaul, New Guinea. 

January 24
th,

 1967.  First contact at Bien Hoa SVN between Units of 1ATF and US forces 

and communist forces in the area of Bien Hoa and Long Binh 

January 25
th,

 1942.  Japanese forces land at Lae, PNG. 

January 26
th,

 1945.  Beginning of Sandakan march, Borneo. 

January 27
th,

 1941.  Aust 6
th

 Div encounter Italian forces at Derna, Libya. 

January 27
th,

 1973.  Conclusion of hostilities by US Forces in Vietnam. 

January 28
th,

 1941.  Italians evacuate Derna, Libya in face of Allied advance. 

January 29
th,

 1941.  Battle of Wau, New Guinea, begins. 

January 30
th,

 1942.  Japanese attack Ambon, Netherland New Guinea. 

January 30
th,

 1968.  TET offensive begins in SVN. 

 

Australian VC awards during the month of January – complied by Neil Layton 

18th-22
nd

 January 1942.  Lt Col C.G.W. Anderson. VC awarded for “setting a magnificent 

example of brave leadership, determination and outstanding courage”, during operations 

against the Japanese at Muir River, Malaya. 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

The Centenary of Armistice Day (Remembrance Day) Commemoration, has a special 

significance in 2018. Sunday, 11 November 2018 marked the 100th anniversary of the 

Armistice which ended the First World War (1914–18). One hundred years ago, on 11 

November 1918, the guns of the Western Front fell silent after four years of continuous 

warfare. With their armies retreating and close to collapse, German leaders signed an 

Armistice, bringing to an end the First World War. From the summer of 1918, the five  

divisions of the Australian Corps had been at the forefront of the allied advance to victory. 

Beginning with their stunning success at the battle of Hamel in July, they helped to turn the 

tide of the war at Amiens in August, followed by the capture of Mont St Quentin and 



P ronne, and the breaching of German defences at the Hindenburg Line in September. By 

early October the exhausted Australians were withdrawn from battle. They had achieved a 

fighting reputation out of proportion to their numbers, but victory had come at a heavy cost.  

 

The Australians suffered almost 48,000 casualties during 1918, including more than 12,000 

dead. In the four years of the war more than 330,000 Australians had served overseas, and 

more than 60,000 of them had died.  

 

The social effects of these losses cast a long shadow over the post war decades. Each year on 

this day Australians observe one minute’s silence at 11am, in memory of those who died or 

suffered in all wars and armed conflicts.  

 

Armistice facts 

 The Armistice agreement is sometimes known as the Armistice of Compiegne, which 

is pronounced [kawn-pyen-yuh].  

 The Armistice was signed in a railway carriage belonging to French military 

commander Marshal Ferdinand Foch. The carriage was stationed in the Compi gne 

forest, north of Paris.  

 The agreement was signed at 5.10am and came into effect at 11.00am.  

 By signing, the Germans agreed to immediately cease hostilities, withdraw to the east 

bank of the Rhine within 30 days, surrender their fleet and heavy guns, and release all 

prisoners of war, among other conditions.  

 In many areas, the fighting continued right up until 11.00am on the day of the 

Armistice, leading to 2,738 deaths and a further 8,206 injured.  

 On 11 November 1918, few Australian troops were active on the front lines in 

Europe. In the previous month, Prime Minister William ‘Billy’ Hughes insisted on a 

rest period for Australian personnel, acknowledging that over 7,000 countrymen had 

died and a further 28,000 injured between July and October 1918.  

 Many New Zealanders celebrated the Armistice prematurely on 7 November 1918, 

after local papers reported on a cable from the United States that falsely announced 

the German surrender.  

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

Origins of Remembrance Day - Why is this day special to Australians?  

At 11 am on 11 November 1918 the guns on the Western Front fell silent after more than four 

years of continuous warfare. The allied armies had driven the German invaders back, having 

inflicted heavy defeats upon them over the preceding four months. In November the Germans 

called for an armistice (suspension of fighting) in order to secure a peace settlement. They 

accepted allied terms that amounted to unconditional surrender.  

The 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month attained a special significance in the post-

war years. The moment when hostilities ceased on the Western Front became universally 

associated with the remembrance of those who had died in the war. This first modern world 

conflict had brought about the mobilisation of over 70 million people and left between 9 and 

13 million dead, perhaps as many as one-third of them with no known grave. The allied 

nations chose this day and time for the commemoration of their war dead.  

On the first anniversary of the armistice in 1919 two minutes' silence was instituted as part of 

the main commemorative ceremony at the new Cenotaph in London. The silence was 

proposed by Australian journalist Edward Honey, who was working in Fleet Street. At about 

the same time, a South African statesman made a similar proposal to the British Cabinet, 

which endorsed it. King George V personally requested all the people of the British Empire 



to suspend nor- mal activities for two minutes on the hour of the armistice "which stayed the 

worldwide carnage of the four preceding years and marked the victory of Right and 

Freedom". The two minutes' silence was popularly adopted, and it became a central feature of 

commemorations on Armistice Day.  

On the second anniversary of the armistice in 1920 the commemoration was given added 

significance when it became a funeral, with the return of the remains of an unknown soldier 

from the battlefields of the Western Front. Unknown soldiers were interred with full military 

honours in Westminster Abbey in London and at the Arc de Triumph in Paris. The 

entombment in London attracted over one million people within a week to pay their respects 

at the unknown soldier's tomb. Most other allied nations adopted the tradition of entombing 

un- known soldiers over the following decade.  

After the end of the Second World War, the Australian and British governments changed the 

name to Remembrance Day. Armistice Day was no longer an appropriate title for a day 

which would commemorate all war dead.  

In Australia on the 75th anniversary of the armistice in 1993 Remembrance Day ceremonies 

again became the focus of national attention. The remains of an unknown Australian soldier, 

exhumed from a First World War military cemetery in France, was ceremonially entombed in 

the Memorial's Hall of Memory. Remembrance Day ceremonies were conducted 

simultaneously in towns and cities all over the country, culminating at the moment of burial 

at 11 am and coinciding with the traditional two minutes' silence. This ceremony, which 

touched a chord across the Australian nation, re-established Remembrance Day as a 

significant day of commemoration.  

Four years later, in 1997, Governor-General Sir William Deane issued a proclamation 

formally declaring 11 November to be Remembrance Day, urging all Australians to observe 

one minute's silence at 11 am on 11 November each year to remember those who died or 

suffered for Australia's cause in all wars and armed conflicts.  

 

-------------------------------------------------- 

 

107 Battery Nominal Roll – 11 November 1918. On the signing of the Armistice at 0300 

hours on 11
th

 November 1918, 107 Howitzer Battery of the 7
th

 Field Artillery Brigade 3
rd

 

Division AIF, comprised of the following: 

 

Major W.L Marfell, Captain H Solley, Lieut A.W. Newnham, Lieut H.J. Heenan, Lieut A.K. 

Mackay, Lieut J.R. Lowry, Lieut H.R. Pountney, Lieut E.J. Robinson,  

BSM A. Anderson, QMS P.W. Herbert,  

Sgt A.O. Breakwell, Sgt E. Begbie, Sgt W.P. Driver, Sgt C.E. Fidler, Sgt A.R. Hanlon, Sgt. 

C.S. Harris, Sgt E.W. King, Sgt D.A. Lake, Sgt G. McCain, Sgt P.W. Puckridge, Sgt R.J. 

Trevitt, Sgt R.H. Walters, Sgt E.C. Walker 

Driver A.L. Anderson, Bdr R.A. Allen, Bdr R.N. Abbott, Gnr W.R. Auckland, Gnr G.P. 

Anderson, Dvr A. Albury, Dvr R.C. Bragg, Dvr J. Anderson, Gnr L.E. Avery, Gnr P. H. 

Armstrong, Dvr L.H. Atkins, Gnr D Barclay, Gnr R.R. Butterworth, Cpl A.N. Burton, Gnr 

W. Bauchop, Gnr H.P. Brown, Gnr H.P. Burton, Gnr B.C. Bethune, Dvr O. Brown, Dvr O.E. 

Brown, Gnr S.T. Brown, Gnr R.R. Brown Dvr J.J. Burns, Dvr A.P. Brady. Dvr E.C. Bell, Dvr 

J.L. Brooks, Dvr A. Battley, Dvr S.C. Boyd, Dvr R.J. Barnes, Dvr G.J. Barber, Gnr R.M. 

Baker, Dvr G. Brooks, Gnr A.A. Bennett, Dvr C.E. Chandler, Dvr J.J. Creech, Dvr A.L. 

Cuddihy, Dvr J.J, Cahill, Dvr J. Cain, Gnr G. Christie, Gnr R. Cox, Cpl S.P. Cornish, Gnr 

K.S. Dowling, Dvr C. Denson, Bdr T.P. Darragh, Dvr G.W. Downing, Gnr W.E. Donaldson, 

Dvr G. Davis, Gnr J.E. Darby, Gnr C.J. Doggett,  Gnr S.A. Daddow, Gnr C.G. Evans, Dvr 



R.G. Elder, Gnr A.A, Ewing, Gnr G.T. Fincken, Gnr P.W. Filer, Gnr F.L. Foster, Dvr L.G. 

Forrestal, Dvr N.R. Fox, Dvr L.G. Greenhill, Gnr W.J. Gasnier, Gnr L.G. Gale, 

Dvr J Gale, Dvr A.R. Gillies, Dvr G.H. Gibson, Cpl N. Hill, Dvr J.W. Huthwaite, Gnr R.A. 

Hardwicke, Dvr H.S, Hedges, Gnr A. Heath, Gnr C.L. Hall, Dvr H.R. Herbert, Dvr S.G. 

Hallett, Dvr H. Hughes, Gnr A.J. Hopkins, Dvr D.R. Halse, Bdr G.L. Hoskins, Dvr E.J. 

Hubner, Gnr H.G. Helm, Gnr J.G. Harris, Gnr G.J. Hearne, Pte B.W. Howie (A.M.C.), Dvr 

S.J. Hosken, Dvr F.F. Howard, Dvr C. Hodgson, Bdr R.H. Jackson, Dvr V. Jeffreys, Gnr E.L. 

Lavarack, Bdr S.J. Lyons, Dvr W.D. Lee, Dvr F.C. Langlands, Dvr F. Ludgren, Gnr C.L. 

Morris, Gnr W. McPherson, Dvr A. Mawson, Gnr W. McWirterer, Gnr H.V. Marshall, Gnr 

W.H. Morden, Gnr J.W. Murphy, Dvr S. Moriarty, Dvr H. Miller, Gnr A.H. Miller, Dvr W.P. 

McAlpine, Cpl T.F. Nelson, Bdr H.R. Neale, Dvr N.R. Nance, Dvr G.H. Neilson, Dvr N.J. 

Nance, Gnr J. Nicole, Gnr R.A. Oakes, Bdr E.J. Ople, Dvr W. O’Shea, Gnr E. Oran, Cpl 

H.W. Parkinson, Dvr L.R. Pickett, Dvr G.A. Price, Cpl E.J. Powderly, Dvr J.B. Farnell, Gnr 

W.A. Phillips, Gnr L.R. Poole, Gnr A.G. Pritchard, Gnr W.L Packenham, Cpl P.D. Pope, Gnr 

P.F. Pedlow, Gnr T. Price, Dvr R.J. Rice, Dvr P. Ryan, Gnr R. F. Rushton, Dvr G. Russell, 

Dvr L.L. Russell, Dvr G,J. Symons, Sgt D. Simpson, Dvr A.C. Slade, Dvr H.W. Smith, Gnr 

S.E. Scott, Gnr L.B. Scott, Bdr O.E. Stabart, Gnr E.H. Strickland, Gnr A.J. Spragg, Gnr T. 

Swales, Cpl C.R. Salvage, Gnr C.W. Smith, Dvr H.V. Seiber, Bdr J. Troy, Gnr S.G. Taylor, 

Dvr S.J. Westwood, Gnr H. Woodward, Cpl J.J. Wiggins, Cpl E. Walder, Dvr H.R. Wild, Cpl 

L.S. Walsh, Dvr L. Wilson, Dvr A.H. Wilson, Dvr W.J. Wiggan, Dvr O.W. Walden, Dvr P. 

Walker, Gnr F.N. Williams, and Cpl E. Walder. (Total 161) 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

1918 Battery Christmas lunch. The Battery members sat down to a fine Christmas Lunch in 

France, served by the Officers and Sergeants. The menu was: (from the book 7
th

 F.A.B. 

Yandoo, published in September 1919). 



 
 

Even though the armistice had been signed some six weeks earlier, there was no sign of any 

of the Battery heading home to Oz. With 300,000 Australians serving on the Western Front, 

this was to take much longer. The policy was simple, first deployed overseas were the first to 

go home. In fact it was not until March 1919 that the first Battery members started the long 

journey home. 

 

For many in 107 Battery, the journey home started where they were stationed at Hautmont, in 

northern France, north to Lobbes in Belgian, then further north to Charleroi, just south of 

Brussels, then by train to the French port of Le Havre (near where the D Day landings where 

to occur 25 years later), a total distance of some 500 kms. Then they were transported by ship 

to Plymouth, on the south west tip of England and reorganized into the larger transport ships, 

for the final trip home, normally via the Suez Canel, Colombo in what we now know as Sri 

Lanka, and finally to the final port of destination, usually the capital city of the State on 

enlistment. Because of the outbreak of the great Spanish flu pandemic in early 1919, the 

returning AIF members usually landed at the maritime quarantine facility nearest to the 

capital city, eg North Head in Sydney and Portsea in Victoria. Once cleared, they would be 

transferred to the state de-mobilization facility and finally discharged and released to go 

home. 

 

 



On the 5 March 1919, the first “Quota” from 7 FAB depart northern France for the channel 

ports then England, as the first leg on the very long trip back to Australia and their families. 



 
 

Finally, on the way home. The story in the captions above tell the story: 

1. “Last Sight of France. Bound for Blighty. Embarking at Le Havre France.” 

2. “Embarking for good old Aussie. Plymouth, England.” And 

3. “A Crown and Anchor King. “Who will try the lucky old Di? What! No one on the 

old “Sgt. Major.” 

 

------------------------------------------------- 

 

New LIONS unveiled at the Menin Gate in Leper – DVA press release 

NEW Menin Gate lions are now a permanent fixture on the plinths in front of the Menin Gate 

Memorial, as the Australian Government’s gift to the city of Ieper (Ypres) was unveiled 

today. The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester said Australia and the city of Ieper, 

which was accepting the gift on behalf of the Belgian people, have a special connection that 

was forged some 100 years ago, as demonstrated by the Menin Gate and its lions.  

 



 
 

The Lions at the entrance to the Australian War Memorial. The City of Leper presented the 

original Lions to the AWM in 1936, some eight years before the official opening of the AWM. 

 

The new lions were a gift from the Australian Government, with the originals given to the 

Australian Government by the city of Ieper in 1936 as an expression of gratitude for the 

ultimate sacrifice made by more than 13,000 Australian soldiers in Belgium. The originals 

are now at the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, following some restoration work, for 

all Australians and visitors to see. Our soldiers in their thousands once walked between these 

gates on route to the battlefields. It is with great pride that the Australian Government has the 

opportunity to unveil these new lions today, a special gift and lasting reminder of our 

appreciation for the city in never forgetting Australia’s sacrifice. 

During the First World War more than 13,000 Australians made the ultimate sacrifice in 

Belgium. The Menin Gate memorial now bears the names of more than 6,000 of them who 

have no known grave.  

 

The lions are perfect replicas of the originals, using the same stone and carved by local 

Belgian stonemasons. They have taken more than 1300 hours to carve, including over 500 

hours by hand.  Mr Chester and the Mayor of Ieper signed an official agreement as part of the 

ceremony to finalise the gift from Australia. As the Anzac Centenary period draws to a close, 

commemorating 100 years since the First World War and its many battles, it is important that 

Australia never forgets the city of Ieper, just like they will never forget us. As they do every 

single day of the year for the nightly Last Post service, the local community turned out in 

their hundreds for the special occasion.” 

----------------------------------------------- 

 

Third Battle of Ypres, 1917: 31-Jul-1917 —10-Nov-1917 

The Front Line (purple dashed line) extends to Passchendaele, several miles north east of 

Ypres, by the end of 10
th

 November 1917 after the Allied offensive of the Third Battle of 

Ypres. 



 

 

From early in 1916 it was the intention of the Commander-in-Chief of the British 

Expeditionary Force (B.E.F.), Field Marshal Sir Douglas Haig, to break out of the Ypres 

Salient. Having successfully secured the high ground of the Wytschaete-Messines Ridge in 

the Battle of Messines (7
th

-14
th

 June) the plan for the next operation was to advance against 

the German Front Line east and north-east of Ypres. On reaching the strategically important 

high ground of the Passchendaele Ridge to the north-east of Ypres, the British intention was 

to continue to push westwards, cutting off access for the German forces to the Belgian ports 

of Ostende and Zeebrugge. German forces were in control of these ports and using Zeebrugge 

in particular for shipping and submarines (U-Boats). 

 

The Front Line 

(purple dashed 

line) extends to 

Passchendaele, 

several miles north 

east of Ypres, by 

the end of 

10
th

 November 

1917 after the 

Allied offensive of 

the Third Battle of 

Ypres. 



 
 

A British offensive in Flanders before the autumn weather closed in would also draw the 

focus of German Army commanders away from the Aisne battlefield. The large-scale 

offensive on the Chemin des Dames Ridge in April of 1917, planned by the French 

Commander-in-Chief, General Robert Nivelle, was a failure. Very high casualties for the 

French Army resulted in a struggle to maintain discipline in some of its units and soldiers 

mutinied. 

 

 

 

In Flanders, the Third Battle of Ypres was launched on 31
st
 July. The British Fifth Army 

commanded by General Hubert Gough advanced in a north-easterly direction away from its 

positions near Ypres with the Passchendaele Ridge in its sights. The French First Army was 

on its left. The British Second Army, under General Herbert Plumer, was on its right, holding 

the ground won during the Battle of Messines a few weeks earlier. Some ground, 

approximately two miles, was gained on the first day, but that night rain began to fall. The 

ground all around the British attackers quickly turned into a quagmire. Churned up by the 

artillery bombardment of the German Front Line and rear areas, the ground the British were 

now having to advance across was badly damaged and filling up with of rainwater which 

could not drain away through the heavy clay soil. Added to this, several small streams flowed 

German prisoners being 

marched through Ypres 

during the Battle of the 

Menin Road in September 

1917. The damaged 

building on the right is St. 

Martin's cathedral. The 

gateway on the left is the 

cloistral gate to the St. 

Martin's convent.
GWPDA

 

Hauling an 
18-pounder 
field gun into 
position. 
Somme 
1916. 

 



through the area and their natural drainage channels had been destroyed. Due to persistent 

rain over the next few weeks the whole operation became literally bogged down in thick, 

sticky Flanders mud. Conditions were so bad that men and horses simply disappeared into the 

water-filled craters. 

The German defensive line had been fortified during the previous months in their expectation 

of an attack here. The British advance turned into a battle of 8 phases, inching closer to the 

Passchendaele Ridge in a series of actions with limited objectives. The capture of the 

Passchendaele Ridge eventually took over 8 weeks to achieve. 

 

 

 

The cost to both sides in human casualties was immense at between 200,000 and 400,000, 

although exact figures for British and German casualties continue to be a matter of discussion 

for military historians. The great tragedy for the British Army and the Imperial Forces of 

Australia, New Zealand and Canada, who suffered so many losses in the fight for the few 

miles from Ypres to the Passchendaele Ridge, is that only five months later almost all of the 

ground gained in the mud and horror of the battles for Passchendaele was recaptured by the 

German Army during its April offensive in 1918. 

 

 
 

The Third Battle of Ypres comprised 8 phases. Formally called the Third Battle of Ypres, the 

battle which began on 31
st
 July often takes the name it is more commonly known by, the 

Supply horse stuck in 

Flanders mud. 

 

New Zealand Field 
Artillery gunners 
load a limber with 
ammunition near 
Albert, September 
1916. 
 



Battle of Passchendaele, from the First and Second Battles of Passchendaele, which were in 

fact the last two phases of Third Ypres. 

Battle of Pilckem Ridge 31-Jul-1917— 02-Aug-1917 

Battle of Langemarck, 1917 16-Aug-1917—18-Aug-1917 

Battle of the Menin Road Ridge 20-Sep-1917—25-Sep-1917 

Battle of Polygon Wood 26-Sep-1917— 03-Oct-1917 

Battle of Broodseinde 04-Oct-1917  

Battle of Poelcapelle 09-Oct-1917 

First Battle of Passchendaele 12-Oct-1917 

Second Battle of Passchendaele 26-Oct-1917— 10-Nov-1917 

Many thousands of the casualties on both the Allied and German sides were killed in the 

fighting during the Third Battle of Ypres. Thousands were listed as missing in action and 

whose remains, if found, have never been identified. 

 

 

 
 

-------------------------------------------- 

Men of the 
Australian 
Field Artillery 
getting their 
guns into 
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Bellewaarde 
Ridge - 21 
September 
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Photo found in second-hand shop reveals story of decorated soldier and athlete Fred 

Hallam – ABC Radio Hobart by Georgie Burges – 4 November 2018 

 

 
 

A century-old photograph found in a second-hand shop has led to the discovery of a 

remarkable story about a decorated soldier who until now has never had his service 

recognised in his home state. Fred Hallam was an Australian Imperial Force boxing 

champion who fought at Gallipoli and in France in WWI. He received a medal for bravery 

and went on to serve on the home front during World War II. 

The framed image that helped reveal Hallam's story was discovered by ABC Radio 

Hobart producer Paul McIntyre and depicted a group of athletes from Hobart.  

 

This 

image of 

the New 

Town 

Harriers 

in 1906 

piqued 

interest. 

Fred 

Hallam is 

sitting 

second 

from left. 
Supplied: 

Paul 

McIntyre 

 

November 1917, a captured 
Italian Obice da 305/17 
modello 16 howitzer on a 
siege carriage with 
Bonagente wheel belts 
being inspected by a pair of 
Austro-Hungarian soldiers 
in a village near Udine, 
Italy. (National 
Archive/Official German 
Photograph of WWI). 

(Ed: Now Doc, is that a 

steamroller worthy of gate 

crashing back into any 

Barracks!) 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/radio/hobart/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/hobart/


 
 

The men were identified as the 1906 New Town Harriers, and a second photo in an athletics 

club's archives helped Mr McIntyre to identify Hallam. A 'plucky' young man, Hallam was 

born in 1891 in Glenorchy, and at age 13 he was described by a running coach as "plucky 

youngster". He became an apprentice carpenter and spent time in the cadets and field 

artillery. He also took an interest in boxing and started training in New Town. 

Historian Stefan Petrow said Hallam moved to Sydney in his early 20s and continued boxing; 

at only 5'5" he tried to make a name for himself in the lightweight class. 

 

 
 

He enlisted at 23 and left for Gallipoli in 1915 with about 100 other boxers from New South 

Wales. Like so many other men he contracted severe dysentery, the professor said. "He had 

to go to England to get treatment because it debilitates you so much." Records show that 

Hallam met a woman from Surrey and they married in 1916. After his recovery Hallam was 

sent to France but he continued to fall ill and ended up back in hospital for 70 days. Things 

appeared to go downhill for him, with records showing he was charged with using improper 

language to a superior officer, being absent without leave, and for being out without 

permission. 

Award for bravery 

Hallam eventually put illness and insubordination behind him and returned to the 

battleground, where he was to become a decorated soldier. "He redeemed himself towards the 

end of the war by winning a Military Medal," Professor Petrow said. 

 

PHOTO: The RSL will recognise the 

service of Fred Hallam, pictured in 

1915. (Supplied: Australian War Memorial) 

 

"There was just something about Fred 

which seemed to stand out," Mr McIntyre 

said. 

"Putting a name to the face was one thing, 

but then to learn of his achievement in the 

international boxing ring and on the field of 

battle was completely unexpected." 

 

"It seemed he was a very 

brave fighter who just kept 

fighting and fighting."  

 

PHOTO: Fred Hallam (left) 

was a champion boxer and 

served in Gallipoli and 

France during 

WWI.  (Supplied: Australian 

War Memorial) 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1915-1/10446048
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1915-1/10446048
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1915-1/10446048
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1919-1/10445648
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1919-1/10445648
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1919-1/10445648
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1919-1/10445648
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1919-1/10445648
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-in-1919-1/10445648


 
 

The medal was awarded for bravery shown during the Battle of Mont Saint-Quentin in 1918. 

"His platoon was hit hard by machine-gun fire and there were many casualties," he explained. 

"He disregarded all personal danger and ran into the open to attend to the wounded, all under 

heavy fire. "Without help, he succeeded in bringing the wounded back to safety." 

Hallam also volunteered as a stretcher bearer and helped men from other sections. "The 

bravery he showed in the pre-war [period], he finally got a chance to show he had that 

bravery in the war, and he got a medal for it," Professor Petrow said. 

RSL plan to honour 'unknown' soldier RSL Tasmania chief executive Noeleen Lincoln 

said it had been fascinating to learn about Hallam's past. "We're very interested in his story 

and look forward to making arrangements with the appropriate branch of the RSL to 

recognise Fred's achievements and service," she said. "Given his lack of immediate family 

here in Tasmania anymore, it seems only appropriate that the RSL adopt Fred as one of our 

own." 

PHOTO: Fred Hallam, pictured second from the right, with his family. (Supplied) 

Fred Hallam 

(seated 

right) with 

the 1919 

AIF boxing 

and 

wrestling 

team in 

London 

(Supplied: 

Australian 

War 

Memorial) 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-and-his-family-1/10446458
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-02/fred-hallam-and-his-family-1/10446458


 

In Tasmania, Fred Hallam's name is basically unknown, including to his remaining family. 

The only mention of him is on the Tasmanian Amateur Athletics Association honour board. 

Forty-three men from the New Town Harriers Club fought in the war and nine died. 

Hallam continued boxing after returning to Australia. He gave his medals to his mother, but 

it's unclear what happened to his wife. Professor Petrow said his boxing record was "mixed", 

but newspaper ads spruiked him as an 'Australian Imperial Force champion'. 

When World War II came, Hallam joined the 1st Garrison Battalion to support home front 

efforts. He lived to the age of 81 and was buried in Brisbane. 

------------------------------------------- 

 

The Queensland town that lost a generation in World War I, bonded by tragedy 100 

years on. – ABC News by Laura Gartry – 4 November 2018 

 
 

The town of Maroon suffered one of the greatest losses of any community in World War I, 

with 40 per cent of the men enlisted from the town never returning. After decades of 

generations not wanting to talk about the war, the district has now come to peace with its 

past. 

 

 

Picnic at Maroon 

in Queensland's 

Scenic Rim region 

in 1911. Supplied: 

Maroon State School 
A tiny community 

in Queensland's 

Scenic Rim bears 

a largely unknown 

story of terrible 

sacrifice made 100 

years ago, where 

almost every 

family paid a 

price. 
 

 

People from Maroon 

commemorate the 17 men 

from the town who were 

lost in World War I. 
ABC News: Laura Gartry 

 

 

Ahead of the centenary of 

armistice, the town is 

bonded by the tragedy of 

war, with the next 

generation bringing the 

story to life. 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/laura-gartry/5595204


 

'They were the youth' Australia's population was less than 5 million when war broke out in 

1914. Out of the small population, 416,000 men enlisted, 60,000 were killed and 156,000 

were wounded, gassed or captured. Almost no community was left unscathed by the trauma 

and loss caused by the Great War, but Maroon was one of the hardest hit. Out of the 35 

families that lived there, 42 men joined up and 17 were killed from the small dairy district. 

Eight sets of brothers and numerous cousins set out and many did not survive. 

 
 

"This was before mechanical help, the properties were being run by them virtually," Mr 

Slatter said. Dozens of relatives of the lost men of Maroon, including the Harvey family, still 

live in the area.  

 

 
 

"They were just kids, weren't they? In their 20s. I can't believe it. The terror they faced," 

descendant Raymond Harvey said. "Terrible, but I guess with those big families they just had 

to move on." 

 

 

Australian soldier George Slatter, 

originally from Maroon, was killed in 

France in WWI. 
Supplied: Slatter family 

 

Descendant Peter Slatter said "they 

were the youth", and the loss had a 

huge impact on the local workforce and 

farming community. 

 

Maroon resident Raymond Harvey 

stands in front of the town's honour 

board. 
ABC News: Laura Gartry 

 

Five of the eight grandsons from the 

local pioneering couple never came 

home. 

 

Australian soldiers George Slatter 

and Jock Pender dressed in their 

uniforms before WWI. 
Supplied: Slatter family 

 

Former member for Fassifern, ET 

Bell, told the town in 1916: 

"Maroon has responded nobly to 

the Empire's call and has sent 

every available man that could be 

spared". 

 



 

The gallant record of courage and sacrifice impressed the former commander of Australian 

and New Zealand troops during the Gallipoli campaign, General Sir William Birdwood. 

When Sir William opened the town's memorial in 1920 he told the shattered district "I have 

heard nothing to equal the splendid record of Maroon".  

PHOTO: Gillian Lindsay and Geoff Whittet from the Boonah RSL. (ABC News: Laura 

Gartry) 

"The town was devastated by it, the town is still devastated by it, in the way they have kept 

the memory of those 17 men alive," Geoff Whittet from the Boonah RSL said.  

 

 
 

The school today only has eight students, but when there is an event to commemorate the 

fallen, upwards of 40 locals turn up to support the kids.  

Principal Shaan Eldridge said she was "blown away by the community support and the 

comradery". 

 
 

The students have been working hard to learn the stories of the lost sons of Maroon.  

"The people that went to war they are very special to the community," student Roland Wilson 

said. "We know all the people that lost family were very sad." Student Leon Tankey said, 

“it’s like we are losing part of our family, they are part of our community, like family to us”. 

While the rest of Australia may not know their story, the people of Maroon are determined 

the next generation of locals will never forget. 

-------------------------------------------- 

 

Gillian Lindsay and Geoff 

Whittet from the Boonah 

RSL. 
ABC News: Laura Gartry 

 

 

The local honour board was 

made by a father whose son 

was the first from the 

community to die, George 

Rose.  

 

 

Maroon commemorates 17 

men lost in World War I 

Six students from Maroon 

State School honour the 

town's lost diggers. 
ABC News: Laura Gartry 

 

"They shared that terrible 

sacrifice and great tragedy, 

and they rallied together, 

and I think that continues to 

this day," Ms Eldridge said. 

 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-04/gillian-lindsay-and-geoff-whittet,-wearing-medals-on-his-shirt,/10423418
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-11-04/gillian-lindsay-and-geoff-whittet,-wearing-medals-on-his-shirt,/10423418


Australian Army Munitions to be made in Queensland, from Australian Defence Magazine 

Rheinmetall and NIOA will establish a new artillery manufacturing facility in regional 

Queensland under an agreement with the Commonwealth that will see Australian-made 

munitions delivered to the Army and exported to selected nations globally. 

Under an agreement between Rheinmetall Defence Australia and Brisbane-based NIOA, the 

two companies will form a consortium to invest in a $60 million facility and create up to 100 

jobs in the Maryborough and Fraser Coast region. The two companies will form a consortium 

to invest in a $60 million facility in Maryborough, Queensland The consortium has also 

applied for, and been selected to receive, a capital allocation of $28.5 million from the federal 

government as part of a Commonwealth program to introduce investment in regional 

locations around Australia. The funding is conditional on final approval of a full business 

case, which includes receiving additional support from the Queensland Government. 

 

 
 

The consortium is seeking support from the Queensland Government to finalise arrangements 

around the new facility. Rheinmetall and NIOA have a partnership across a range of 

munitions products and services in Australia, including delivery of Rheinmetall’s future 

artillery ammunition under the Land 17 1.C2 program. 

Under the agreement, Rheinmetall will transfer intellectual property for its artillery 

manufacturing to Australia to underpin future production from the new Maryborough facility. 

According to Rheinmetall Defence Australia Managing Director Gary Stewart, the new 

facility would replace munitions imported into Australia and ensure the nation has a long-

term sovereign capability to supply the ADF. The artillery manufactured at the new facility 

will be delivered to the Army and for export to selected defence forces globally 

“The artillery manufactured at the new facility will be delivered to the Army and for export 

to selected defence forces globally through Rheinmetall’s Global Supply Chain program,” 

Stewart said. This will not only ensure supply to Australian soldiers but also elevate 

Australia’s profile globally as an exporter of high quality munitions.” 

According to NIOA Managing Director Rob Nioa, the support of the federal government had 

enabled the investment to proceed after significant support from Llew O’Brien, the MP for 

Wide Bay. 

“Establishing this facility in regional Queensland has been a critical part of our vision for 

building this sovereign capability in Australia. While final approvals are now under 

Australian Army 
gunners from 
8th/12th Regiment 
prepare rounds for 
the 155 mm 
M777A2 towed 
lightweight 
howitzer.  
Credit: Defence 



consideration, the support from the Commonwealth will underpin the facility’s construction 

and fit out, bringing benefits to SME’s across the Fraser Coast region. We look forward to 

working alongside Rheinmetall, the Commonwealth and our customers to deliver this new 

capability for the nation and selected customers overseas,” Mr Nioa said. 

------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

Positions Vacant – from Facebook advertisement for 3 Battery Karrakatta, Perth WA. 

In six months, you could be firing mortars using live ammunition in 3rd Battery, 9th 

Regiment, Royal Regiment of Australian Artillery 

A six-month accelerated training option is now open in Western Australia when you join the 

Army Reserve.  

• Complete your initial training in six months full-time commencing January 2019 

• Earn while you learn 

• No experience necessary 

• All pay is tax free 

• Positions in infantry, cavalry, artillery and transport are currently available 

Learn more about this training option by registering for the next Army Reserve Information 

Night at Irwin Barracks, Stubbs Terrace, Karrakatta. 

Ed: Any aging West Australian RAMMER up to the CALL to ARMS! 

-------------------------------------------- 



 

 

 
--------------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

Left, at the 

Maryborough 

Military 

Museum – 

M2A2 105 mm 

Howitzer and 

below its 

details. 
Photos from Tim 

Wyatte’s Facebook 

post 

 

Great War Western Front 

4 years 

800-kilometre front 

 

1,000,000,000 shells fired 

 

Which represents: 

 

700,000 shells per day 

OR 

875 shells per day per 
kilometre 

 



 
--------------------------------------------- 

 

The story behind the post about the "guns" of 1PIR – from the Facebook site of the Papua 

New Guinea Defence Force’s 1
st
 Battalion, Royal Pacific Inlands Regiment. 



 
 

75mm Saluting Gun training at Taurama Barracks, near Port Morseby, is currently underway 

with members of the Direct Fire Support Weapons (DFSW) platoon of Support Company. 

The training is assisted by 10 soldiers from 7th Battalion Field Artillery Unit of the Tentara 

Nationale Indonesian (TNI). The training is conducted to prepare the DFSW platoon for gun 

salute taskings during the Asia-Pacific Economic Corporation Leader’s Week next month.  

The training is also important for other ceremonial taskings in future. 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

DVA Media Release - Census statement - 20 November 2018 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics have announced that a veteran identifier question is  

being considered for inclusion in the 2021 Census. This is an important initiative that will 

provide invaluable further information about Australia’s veteran community. 

 

Veterans’ Affairs Ministers from across Australia recognised the importance of this issue at a 

Veterans Ministers’ Round Table (VMRT) on 8 November 2017, unanimously agreeing to a 

motion that ‘a question about veterans should be included in the next Australian Census’. 

This call was reinforced at the 27 October 2018 VMRT, where Ministers recognised the need 

for robust data on veterans’ issues and strongly endorsed the need for a veteran indicator to 

be included in the 2021 Census. The inclusion of this question will help in providing a 

definitive answer on how many veterans there are in Australia, and where they live. The 

Census data has the potential to help the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) and Ex-

Service Organisations to better target and improve the services and support provided to 

veterans and their families – particularly the large proportion of veterans who are currently  

unknown to DVA 

-------------------------------------------- 

 

Army Aviation turns 50 – Kiowa retires by Brian Hartigan Contact Magazine 

The Australian Army Aviation Corps today marked 50 years since formation, celebrating 

with a ceremonial parade, flypast and a variety of displays at the Army Aviation Training 

Centre, Oakey, Queensland. 



 

 
 

In addition to the flypast in Oakey, simultaneous flypasts were held in Sydney, Townsville 

and Darwin. 

Head of Australian Army Aviation Corps Brigadier Scott Benbow said he was proud to join 

past and present personnel to mark this important milestone. 

“Then and now, the corps is committed to helping the Australian soldier fight, survive and 

win, and be ready to serve wherever needed,” Brigadier Benbow said. 

“From a small corps formed in 1968 flying light fixed-wing aircraft, the Australian Army 

Aviation Corps has grown to be an advanced, state-of-the-art force. 

“Today, the Australian Army Aviation Corps flies a variety of capabilities, including the 

Tiger armed reconnaissance, Chinook medium lift and Taipan multi role helicopters.” 

Today’s celebrations also saw the final flight and retirement of the Army’s Bell 206B-1 

Kiowa fleet after almost 47 years of service. 

“Kiowa has been Army’s primary training helicopter since 1990, and every pilot, groundcrew 

member and maintainer who has served since that time has one thing in common – Kiowa,” 

Brigadier Benbow said. 

“The Kiowa fleet has provided stalwart service to the Army since 1971, whether on 

deployment, in disaster relief operations or as a training helicopter. 

“All personnel, past and present, who have operated, maintained and supported the Kiowa 

can be proud of the part they have played in Army’s history.” 

CONTACT Editor, Brian Hartigan, worked on Kiowa helicopters at 162 Reconnaissance 

Squadron from 1992 to 1997, as an Aircraft Fitter (helicopter engine and airframe 

mechanic) – very fond memories. – See http://www.contactairlandandsea.com 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

From the Australian Morning Mail – Conservative – Independent – Patriotic – www.morningmail.org   

ADF: join up today and see the freak show Source: ANTHONY GALLOWAY, Federal political 

reporter, Herald Sun - The ADF top brass lurch from silly to positively stupid under its latest 

Chief of Army Lieutenant General Angus Campbell. Campbell was quick to put his 

imprimatur all over the ADF when he issued a directive ordering the removal forthwith of all 

traces of ‘death symbology and iconography’ in the Australian Army. Read here.  

This latest madness will have the troops sniggering in their barracks every time their leader 

shuffles past. Anthony Galloway writing for the Daily Telegraph details this sorry story. 

 

Two Black Hawk 

helicopters from 6th 

Aviation Regiment 

fly over Sydney 

Harbour to celebrate 

50 years of the 

Australian Army 

Aviation Corps. 

Photo by Photo by 

Flight Sergeant Glen 

McCarthy. 

 

http://www.morningmail.org/
http://morningmail.org/lt-gen-angus-campbell-no-wordsmith/


 
 

“The Australian Defence Force is leading a push to install gender-neutral toilets at its bases 

to cater for transgender and intersex members.  The move to all-gender bathrooms will 

require taxpayers to foot the bill for the new facilities to be built”. 

 

Defence leading push for more gender-neutral toilets- comment by the Australian Morning Mail: 

In a series of briefs circulated to senior members of the ADF, released under Freedom of 

Information laws, concern has been raised about there being no overarching policy for 

members who require gender-neutral toilets. 

One document orders command to make sure sex and gender diverse members can use 

gender neutral facilities “if feasible”. 

“The Chain of Command must consider how to accommodate SGD members in 

environments where ablutions may not be segregated and or private (such as some barracks 

ablutions, field toilets and open communal same sex showers),” the briefing note reads. 

“Commanders are to manage SGD member use of ablutions on a case-by-case basis taking 

into account the facilities, nature of training or operations, and needs/requests of the relevant 

member(s) and their colleagues.” 

A new policy is being developed to make sure there are toilets for gender-neutral and intersex 

personnel. 

Another briefing suggests disabled toilets should be used and “re-signed appropriately” for 

members “who do not identify as male or female”. 

“A Defence policy covering management of individuals who do not identify as either gender 

is currently being developed,” the document reads. 

“A number of units have commenced adapting or seeking to adapt their facilities to unisex in 

order to accommodate any combination of male, female or other gender(s) working within 

their units.” 

The document says the new bathrooms would have to meet a number of requirements and 

“therefore have an associated cost of conversion”. 

Liberal senator Eric Abetz called the policy “total nonsense”, vowing to pursue how many 

dollars were being spent on the “extraordinary waste of money”. 

Senator Abetz said the Department of Defence should not be prioritising “this kind of 

expenditure over things that keep our troops safe abroad or provide better mental health 

support for veterans”. 

“The fact we have highly paid bureaucrats in Canberra spending weeks putting together this 

30-page guide shows that some people clearly have too much time on their hands,” Senator 

Abetz said. 

“We are talking a very small minority of people in the Defence Force who have long been 

accommodated on an as needs basis.” 

“I will be pursuing this matter in an effort to find out just how much money the Department 

is wasting on this.” 

--------------------------------------------- 

 

“ADF commanders have been told to consider 

rebranding disabled toilets for members “who do 

not identify as male or female”, while a new 

policy is being developed to make sure there are 

toilets for gender-neutral and intersex 

personnel”.  



Ex-Military Land Rovers offered for sale at reduced rate to RSL Sub Branches. 

Department of Defence media release 21 September 2018. Two hundred ex-Army Land Rovers 

will be made available to Returned and Services Leagues (RSL) for use on ANZAC Day and 

at other ceremonies according to Minister for Defence Personnel and Veteran’s Affairs, 

Darren Chester at the Australian War Memorial. Mr Chester said “Australia has a rich history 

of service of the Land Rover 4x4 fleet and was pleased to know this legacy would live on for 

decades to come. Soon RSLs around the country will have their own piece of history on 

display to share with their communities. The Land Rovers have served thousands of soldiers 

in the Australian Defence Force, on home soil and in operational service in Timor-Leste, 

Solomon Islands, Bougainville, Sudan, Afghanistan and Iraq. The Land Rover will be 

remembered fondly by soldiers as a tough and rugged vehicle and can now be used to 

transport veterans at remembrance and other services.” 

The Land Rovers are being refurbished by 22 Broadspectrum mechanics and spray painters at 

the Defence site at Bandiana in North East Victoria. At least 100 Land Rovers will be offered 

through an Expression of Interest and ballot process prior to ANZAC Day 2019, and the 

balance will be available prior to ANZAC Day 2020. 

----------------------------------------------- 

 
From the PTIs at Lavarack Barracks, the WBGT reading at 1000h (10:00 am for those who have 
forgotten the 24-hour clock) showing a temperature of 29.9 degrees centigrade. The net result is that if 
undertaking heavy work, like digging in a fire support base, then you are restricted to 10 minutes work 
and 50 minutes rest EVERY hour. Back in the Good Old Days, how often in Malaysia, Vietnam or 
SWB training area for that matter, while digging in the guns at that FSB, was the temperature 29.5 or 
more and if we were very lucky, we got 10 minutes break from that strenuous work? (with thanks to 
Paddy Durnford, our reporter in Townsville.) 
  

The WBGT readings are recorded at the Lavarack Barracks Area Gymnasium at 0700, 1000 and 1400 hrs. 

Every attempt is made to ensure the readings are current. When this is not possible you can refer to the BOM 

website below for an estimate. Note: Units are also reminded it is their responsibility to take their own WBGT 

monitor if they are conducting intense training activities as the WBGT reading may be different in your 

training location. 

 
WBGT CURRENT READING 

 

DATE TIME 
READING 

(WBGTo) 

 

17-October-2018 1000 29.5 

 

    
CURRENT LEVEL 

 
  

       

 
Light Work ---- NO LIMIT 

 



Moderate Work ---- 40 min work / 20 min rest  
 

Heavy Work ---- 30 min work / 30 min rest    
 

Very Heavy Work ---- 10 min work / 50 min rest (high risk) 
 

  
 

 Work Rest Tables link; 

 
 

 http://intranet.defence.gov.au/home/documents/data/ADFPUBS/HLTHMAN/VOLUME20/VOL20P5/03A.pdf  

 

  
 

 Army Health Instruction (AHI) 03 

 
 

 
http://intranet.defence.gov.au/HOME/DOCUMENTS/data/ARMYPUBS/AHI/AHI03.pdf  

    The below link will take you to the Army Safe Heat site. Click on the Heat Injury Management Link and it will take 

you to the Tri service heat management site. Click on the Army Heat Injury Awareness link, and it will take you the 

current product "Army Heat Injury Awareness Module". 

 
 
 
 Heat - ArmySAFE - ARMY 

   

    BOM Link 

   http://www.bom.gov.au/products/IDQ65214.shtml  

   Regards 

Bridget Pearce, Warrant Officer Class Two 

Physical Training Instructor 2nd Close Health Company, 1st Close Health Battalion 

Building 1033, Lavarack Barracks, Townsville QLD 4813 

------------------------------------------------ 

 
Artillery Observation Post in Palestine during the Great War  

 

 
 

 
 
 
Because of the flat terrain in the middle east, 
it was difficult for artillery spotters. The British 
Army fabricated pole ladders from horse 
limbers to make for easier observation. 
 
 
 
Ed: Observation: Is that President’s Noddy’s 
grandfather at the top of the pole? 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fintranet.defence.gov.au%2Fhome%2Fdocuments%2Fdata%2FADFPUBS%2FHLTHMAN%2FVOLUME20%2FVOL20P5%2F03A.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7f9ebc64978d4ef242c408d633ed83f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636753492554166094&sdata=8fzBDo1VVMDJGAvhFJqzRQ%2FY2UE2C35dD6fNGDG0cr0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fintranet.defence.gov.au%2FHOME%2FDOCUMENTS%2Fdata%2FARMYPUBS%2FAHI%2FAHI03.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7f9ebc64978d4ef242c408d633ed83f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636753492554166094&sdata=CkK3FbTPP5s%2B259on2BjuYnyGplhtKWO3a%2F77ZGTt%2F0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fintranet.defence.gov.au%2Farmyweb%2Fsites%2FARMYSAFE%2Fcomweb.asp%3Fpage%3D323890%26Title%3DHeat&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7f9ebc64978d4ef242c408d633ed83f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636753492554166094&sdata=OmBURzzQNgafv2ViOhJTS7NJTYVd8AFV41YBof%2Fw94c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bom.gov.au%2Fproducts%2FIDQ65214.shtml&data=02%7C01%7C%7C7f9ebc64978d4ef242c408d633ed83f1%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636753492554322349&sdata=TX1No6QP00QajBhSRSkL%2FyRyVnG9gZWqf3yngWH5Eg4%3D&reserved=0


 

------------------------------------------------ 

 

Sink our French Subs or an Enemy Will by Tom Lewis (Quadrant online September 2018) 
 

Officially they're known as Barracudas, but we should think of them as Turnbull Class boats, 

as his absurd decision to re-engineer nuclear vessels as diesel-electrics will, like their patron, 

bring nothing but failure and grief: The solution: off-the-rack, US-made nuclear vessels 

 
 

Australia’s present submarine plans are to build a French re-design of a nuclear-

engined boat. The Barracuda re-model will use diesel engines, and fuel tanks, in a 

design likely be fraught with problems. You wouldn’t buy a car which didn’t exist yet, 

so why buy subs this way? 

The Australian public has been sucker-punched by the green movement into not 

understanding nuclear power, and that includes submarines. If we are buying new 

subs – and we should – the nuclear off-the-shelf option is the only way to go.  In every 

way they would be our best buy. And we can easily solve the crewing problem with 

the same purchase. Here are eight reasons why the government should go nuclear. 

 

Cost.  The US Navy’s Virginia-class submarines are in production now, and cheaper 

than a new-build diesel-electric variant. A lot of extra hospitals and federal highways 

can be built with the spare cash. Australia is planning on spending at least $50 billion 

on its French project. A US alternative would cost around half of this amount. 

 

Proven design. If we bought a nuclear boat off the rack, we would be buying 

something already in service. We would know it works. The odds are against building 

another “one-off” design, here and in France, and making it work. Submarines are the 

most complicated piece of military technology around. We’d never built any before 

the present Collins-class, which have had multiple problems – and we’d never had 

difficulties with the off-the-shelf Oberons preceding them. Thinking we can build 

something as well as countries which have been sub-building for over 100 years is a 

delusion. 

 

Endurance. The nuclear sub never needs refueling, and can operate to vast distances 

from port. It doesn’t have to return to a harbour, where its arrival is predictable, and 

where it can be hit by missiles or aircraft. It doesn’t have to meet a tanker and position 

itself to take on fuel, being extremely vulnerable while it does so. 

A diesel-electric is limited by needing diesel, and in a war situation there’s unlikely to 

be a nearby service station if operating up close to the enemy. And you have to 

resurface to refuel. Nuclears can stay at sea for years if necessary, limited only by 

food for the crew. They can scrub the air, make fresh water, and keep everyone 

comfortable on board – and do so without stopping. 

Now that we have a new PM, Scott Morrison 

should look urgently at scrapping the plans 

for our new French designed diesel 

submarine fleet. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virginia-class_submarine
http://quadrant.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/nuke-virginia-II.png


If we went nuclear, the boats would need fuel in about 30 years, which could be done 

in America, but the submarine type would probably be obsolete by then. The rest of 

the vessel could be maintained in Australia, providing jobs. 

 

Undetectability. If you have subs, your potential enemy has to guard against them. 

Upon leaving port, the nuclear boat submerges – and doesn’t surface until the patrol is 

complete. Staying down means avoiding detection. And as every hour goes by, the 

circle of where that sub could be widens, and the enemy knows it could strike 

anywhere in that circle. Diesel subs have to come to periscope depth to “snort” – to 

take in air to run their diesels, and recharge their batteries. When they’re at war, this is 

dangerous. 

 

Speed. Nuclear subs are capable of immense speed underwater – faster than they are 

on the surface. They are much faster than their prey. This means they can chase 

enemy vessels, or make high speed runs to position themselves favourably in their 

path. Diesels can’t do this. 

 

Crew. If we bought boats from the Americans, we could buy a few planeloads of crew 

too. Why not see if we can attract a few hundred US Navy submariners – and their 

families – to a new life in Australia? Many may jump at the chance, and we’d get 

some ready-trained men to mix in with our people. 

 

Safety. Nuclear subs just have nuclear engines. Many people hazily think they have 

nuclear weapons too – not so. The nuclear engine is a sealed unit. As the Eveready 

battery of the depths it just keeps producing electricity. Lots of it. This makes the boat 

go. America, France, Britain, China, Russia, India – with Pakistan following soon – 

all have nuclear subs. Their engines have been accident-free for decades. 

 

Deterrence. Subs are a great deterrent to any enemy thinking of coming here by sea 

and there is no other way to mount a credible invasion. Once at sea, the nuclear 

submarine can go deep and stay quiet. The enemy will have to expensively equip and 

train with anti-submarine measures – not easily acquired. They would forever have to 

guard against an unseen enemy who could be anywhere. Having subs is a bit like 

having a guard dog. It doesn’t have to bite anyone, just its presence is justification 

enough for the food and kennel. We’ve got to retain the idea of having submarines – 

and we should have the most capable. 

We’ve already spent millions on a study to analyse which possible problem to buy 

into. But we pushed nuclear off the table before we even started research. We should 

open our minds to not going further down the road of disaster with the Barracuda 

class. Not a metre of steel has been cut yet for the French design.  Instead, we just 

need our chequebook and a flight to the States. 

For half of what we’re thinking of spending on new diesel boats, we can solve our 

submarine problems tomorrow – and have the most potent strikeforce in the Southern 

Hemisphere. 

 



Dr Tom Lewis OAM was a naval officer for 19 years. A military historian of 14 books, 

one of his major works is Carrier Attack, an analysis of the first 1942 air raid on 

Darwin, carried out after Japanese submarine attacks on the port failed. He is also 

the author of  Darwin’s Submarine I-124, a study of the Japanese 80-man vessel 

which still lies sunk outside Darwin harbour – lost in a combat action with the Royal 

Australian Navy in 1942. 

------------------------------------------ 
 

Historical Article: Darwin February 1942 to November 1943.  A town under attack and 

the years after by Norman Cramp. 

It might surprise you to know that over severty-six years after the intital ‘event’, many 

Australians remain blissfully unaware that Darwin was the target of seventy-seven Japanese 

air raids over a period of twenty-one months. Darwin was basically undefended when the first 

attacking Japanese aircraft appeared in the skies above the township on 19
th

 February 1942, 

although those service personnel who were in the town, or on the ships in the harbour, gave a 

good account of themselves. 

 

The main targets on the 19
th

 February were the ships in the harbour, the Stokes Hill wharving 

facilities, the township, the airfield and the RAAF Base. The map reproduced below provides 

a clear picture of the scale and spread of the bombing pattern, but left out of this image is 

East Point, where the wartime gun emplacments remain and Darwin Military Museum stands 

today. Whilst East Point was not a primary target during the raids, I thought it worthwhile to 

provide a summary of events leading up to, and following, the raids of February ’42 so we 

have a mind’s eye view of wartime Darwin and developments at East Point. So, for the 

record; 

1911: General Kitchener presents his defence of Darwin proposal (based on 2x9.2” guns at 

East Point) to the Imperial Conference in London.  

1911: The Australian government accepts the proposal 

1921: Viscount Jellicoe reviews Kitchener’s plan and concurs (re: install 9.2” gus at East 

Point) 

1921-1932: Nil action on the defence proposal 

1931: September, Japan invades Manchuria  

1932: Australian government approves the Darwin Emergeny Defence Scheme and the 

construction of two additional fuel oil tanks at Stokes Hill. 

1932: August-September, Personnel of the Darwin Detachment and 2x6” guns arrive in 

Darwin.  

1932: 6” guns moved to East Point in preparation of installation 

1933: Aboriginal prisoners from Fannie Bay Gaol commence work on installing the 6” guns 

1933: 6” guns installed by February 1933, but test/proof firing planned for June postponed 

1933: Darwin Garrison troops arrive under the command of Major Cyril (‘Silent Cyril’) 

Clowes.  

1933: Searchlight engine room at Dudley Point constructed 

1935: Port War Signal Station tower radio ‘shack’ and engine room commenced 

1937: Plans for anti-submarine boom net submitted. It was to be the longest such net in the 

world at 3.1 kilometres. 

1938: 6” guns test fired but were condemned. Type BL XI (produced in 1914) were installed 

and successfully test fired in June 

1939: Darwin Mobile Force arrives and is accommodated in the old Vesteys’ meatworks at 

Bullocky Point (current site of the Darwin High School) 

1939: September 3
rd

 Australia declares war on Germany 

https://avonmorebooks.com.au/?page=3&id=24


1940: Work commences at East Point and West Point on anti-submarine boom net 

installation 

1941: Work commences on 9.2” gun emplacements at East Point (budget of £415,000) 

1941: 7
th

 December, Japan attacks US Fleet at Pearl Harbour, simaltaneously attacking allied 

bases throughout the Pacific region. Australia declares war on Japan 

1942: January, Imperial Japanese Navy submarine I-124 sunk outside Darwin Harbour by 

HMAS Deloraine. 

1942: 19
th

 February, Darwin attacked by 188 Japanese aircraft in two raids. All work on gun 

emplacements at East Point halted and all equipment moved to Berrimah and then Alice 

Springs 

1942: 28
th

 June, East Point attacked by Japanese aircraft. Little damage recorded. 

1943: Work resumes on East Point gun emplacements with an increase in budget of £70,000. 

1943: Novemeber, last Japanese air raid on Darwin/NT. 

1944: February, first of the two 9.2” guns arrive in Darwin. Gun test fired in April. 

1944: November, permanent manning of 6” and 9.2” guns around Australia officially ceased. 

1945: March, second 9.2” gun test fired. All anti-aircraft and Coastal Artillery withdrawn 

from Darwin vicinity. 

1945: August, Japan surrenders. The war is over. 

1946: 9.2” guns sold to Burns Philp who were acting as agents for the Japanese Fujita 

Salvage Company. Ships in Darwin Harbour also salvaged by the Fujita Company 

1959: 9.2” guns fired for the last time and then retired from service. 

1969: August, East Point Military Museum, incorporating the wartime Command Post and 

Gun Emplacement 2, opened by Royal Australian Artillery Association NT. 

2012: February, the name of the Museum was changed to Darwin Military Museum (DMM) 

and the new Defence of Darwin Experience was officially opened. 

 

 
---------------------------------------------- 

While the 2x9.2” guns are now 

long gone, the 2x6” guns 

remain ‘on station’ within the 

DMM, along with 2x3.7” anti-

aircraft guns that fired in anger 

during the period of the raids.  

 

So, in summary, East Point 

had a relatively quiet wartime 

experience compared to the 

rest of the township of 

Darwin.  

 

Looking at the map and the 

fall of the bombs, it is no 

wonder that the town was 

almost totally destroyed but, 

somehow, the military and the 

few remaining civilian 

residents remained strong and 

determined and in due course 

won the day - and the war. 

 



 

And – by whose standards shall we judge them? by Harvey Fewings.  

We know because we read about it in august organs of the print media, such as The 

Australian; that there is an enquiry into the battlefield behaviour of Australian troops in the 

field of combat in Afghanistan. We also know that the troops in the frame are the soldiers of 

the Australian Special Air Service – the SAS. We also know that the enquiry is being 

conducted by an eminent being, draped, possibly even cloaked in law degrees – but 

apparently not much in the way of battlefield experience. Military service in the Reserve 

Force, yes, but combat command and experience? This does not disqualify this person from 

conducting the enquiry – he is the Inspector General of the Australian Defence Force and has 

been chosen for that role by his professional eminence. We also know that the enquiry had its 

genesis in the secret report from a Canberra sociologist who was covertly inserted into the 

ranks of returned soldiers from Afghanistan with the sole purpose of “discovering the 

culture” of these men.  

 

Now, that is a bloody good start. An enquiry based upon the secret testimony of a Canberra 

sociologist. A sociologist who describes herself on her Twitter account as a “sociologist, 

feminist and taxidermist “and who holds a PhD from ANU for her research into the treatment 

of women with breast cancer.  

 

Nothing I say here is pejorative about the Doctor. No ridicule is directed towards her 

qualifications – I am merely stating the fact that this was the person who wrote a secret report 

into the activities of returned members of the armed forces from Afghanistan and gave it to 

the ADF, who refused to release the taxpayer-funded report to the public.  

Why? Why not release the report? The ADF says that the report will create controversial 

public comment. So what? A Defence expert has commented – [diversity training, PC 

classes, pink fingernails, unbalanced recruitment targets, don’t create controversial public 

comment?]  

 

So, on the face of it, these soldiers and their actions, their thinking and their mindset have 

already been judged by an anonymous sociologist from Canberra! And, subsequent to this 

judgement, a formal enquiry, by the Inspector General of the Australian Defence Force was 

instituted into the battlefield actions of these soldiers.  

 

We don’t know what standards were used by the Canberra sociologist to judge these soldiers 

– because the report is secret. So, we can only guess what a self-declared sociologist, feminist 

and taxidermist ‘would use as standards to judge combat soldiers from some of the most 

vicious and personal combat operations ever conducted by Australian troops. I stand mute, in 

public, palms extended and the letters “BS “floating in a thought bubble above my head.  

I have, many years ago now, heard, felt and smelt the sounds of military combat in Vietnam.  

 

I was an Artillery Officer, calling artillery, air strikes and naval gunfire onto the communist 

forces that confronted us ...enemy soldiers were killed in action during these moments, they 

were supposed to be! That is why we were there. Military combat is a brutal killing business, 

it is not a game and there are no trays of oranges at half time. None! I can tell you all, that I 

would not want a ‘sociologist, feminist and taxidermist ‘examing my actions during that time 

and writing a secret report about them. No Sir, I would not. The only regret that I have about 

those moments on the battlefield in Vietnam is that I was not able to destroy more communist 

soldiers than I did. Is that grounds for a secret enquiry by a Canberra sociologist, feminist and 

taxidermist?? I bloody well think not.  



 

So, we move on. The secret report has now become a formal enquiry by the Inspector 

General of the Australian Defence Force. Do we judge these men by the standards of the 

society in which they fought? Afghanistan in those years was a brutal place; the Taliban were 

and are religious zealots, they kill as quickly as changing shirts. They deceive, they appear 

and disappear, they hide amongst villagers, women, children, defenceless old villagers and 

they know that our soldiers are bound by a code of decency that prevents them from acting in 

the same fashion as they, the Taliban act. So, I don’t suppose we can judge them by the 

standards of the Afghanistan society at that time. Well, what standards apply?  

 

Do we use the International War Crimes Commission? A body which has its house in the 

Netherlands and spends much of its time condemning Israel and the United States for action 

those nations take against international terrorists – although this body has shown some 

interest in the activities of Russia in Ukraine, but not much in Syria.  

 

The possibility of using the IWCC standards in making a judgement against our combat 

soldiers indeed exists, although I doubt that this body would deliver a fair and reasonable 

assessment of what went on in Afghanistan some time ago.  

 

Do we then judge them by the standards of integrity and honesty common to our current 

political climate? That would be interesting?  

Men and women on both sides of our political spectrum display, on a regularly distressing 

and frequent basis that our standards of integrity and honesty need a fair bit of bloody work!  

So that won’t work.  

 

In my many years in the military, during the 1960 ’s, 1970’s and 1980’s it was impressed 

upon me, indeed driven into my soul mercilessly, by Instructors of young Officers and, as 

time passed more Senior Officers, that there is an iron rule in the military, a law that stands 

unchallenged “ there are no bad soldiers, just poor Officers! “ And indeed, in my experience, 

it is so. We can explore that, in the context of this opinion piece.  

 

The troops under investigation had a different command structure than all the other 

Australian forces in Afghanistan. This structure may have been imposed upon them by 

political requirements, by a desire to keep some of the SAS activities ring-fenced from other 

sections of the Australian Army, who knows?  

 

What I do know, and military experience tells me so – that once you begin to make ‘special 

command arrangements’ for individual sections of the deployed force, the integrity of the 

command structure is affected. So, did we make our own problem? I believe we did. And I 

believe that we must be very, very careful how we attend to this matter; for Australian 

soldiers are decent men and women, they do not torture, they do not commit murder, they do 

not act as battlefield thugs. They are tough, hard-minded men and women. To paraphrase the 

words of US Marines – Australian soldiers are ‘no better friends and no worse an enemy. ‘  

 

By what standards would you judge them? I know how I would judge.  

--------------------------------------------- 

 

The Man who stopped Nazi Germany's nuclear ambitions, Joachim Roenneberg, died 

aged 99, Norwegian authorities confirm. From Reuters. 

 



 
  

The leader of a daring World War II raid to thwart Nazi Germany's nuclear ambitions has 

died aged 99, Norwegian government officials have confirmed.  

 

Key points: Mr Roenneberg was 23 years old when he led raids to destroy plant producing 

heavy water in World War II - Soldiers on the raid described it as a suicide mission. -  

Norway's Prime Minister Erna Solberg said he was one of "our great heroes" 

 

Joachim Roenneberg, serving behind enemy lines in his native Norway during the German 

occupation, in 1943 blew up a plant producing heavy water, or D2O, a hydrogen-rich 

substance that was key to the later development of atomic bombs. 

Picked by Britain's war-time Special Operations Executive to lead the raid when he was only 

23 years old, Mr Roenneberg was the youngest member of Operation Gunnerside, which 

penetrated and destroyed key parts of the heavily guarded Norsk Hydro plant. 

 

The subject of books and documentaries as well as movies and a TV drama series, the attack 

took place without a single shot fired. To Mr Roenneberg's team, however, the stakes could 

not have been higher. An earlier raid failed to even reach the site, with dozens of attackers 

captured and killed, and Gunnerside members later described their own assault as a near-

suicide mission. Parachuting onto a snow-covered mountain plateau, the small group teamed 

up with a handful of other commando soldiers before skiing to their destination, penetrating 

the plant on foot and blowing up the heavy-water production line. Describing a pivotal 

moment, Mr Roenneberg later said he made a last-minute decision to cut the length of his 

fuse from several minutes to seconds, ensuring the explosion would take place but making it 

more difficult to escape. While a manhunt ensued, the group fled hundreds of kilometres 

across the mountains, with Mr Roenneberg skiing to neighbouring Sweden, a neutral country 

in the war, two weeks later. 

 

While historians doubt that Adolf Hitler's Germany would have been able to produce a 

nuclear weapon in time to stave off defeat, they also recognise that the risks were much 

harder to quantify in 1943. 

 

For the Gunnerside crew, this hardly mattered at the time; only much later did they learn the 

true purpose of the attack they were asked to carry out. 

Left: Joachim 

Roenneberg 

was 23 years 

old when he led 

the raid to stop 

Nazi Germany's 

nuclear 

ambition. 
Reuters: Andrew 

Winning 

 



Born in 1919 in the town of Aalesund, Mr Roenneberg fled to Britain after the German 

invasion of Norway in 1940, receiving military training before returning home for several 

missions during the war. After the 1945 liberation he became a radio reporter but rarely 

spoke of his wartime achievements. He gave speeches and lectures well into his 90s, warning 

against the destructive force of totalitarianism. 

Norway's Prime Minister Erna Solberg praised Mr Roenneberg for his work both during and 

after the war. "He is one of our great heroes," she told news agency NTB. 

------------------------------------------- 

 

WW2 Monopoly sets, with thanks to Warrie 

Starting in 1940, an increasing number of British and Canadian Airmen found themselves as 

the involuntary guests of the Third Reich, and the Crown was casting about for ways and 

means to facilitate their escape. Obviously, one of the most helpful aids to that end is a useful 

and accurate map, one showing not only where stuff was, but also showing the locations of 

'safe houses' where a POW on-the-lam could go for food and shelter. Paper maps had some 

real drawbacks -- they make a lot of noise when you open and fold them, they wear out 

rapidly, and if they get wet, they turn into mush. MI-5  got the idea of printing escape maps 

on silk. It's durable, can be scrunched-up into tiny wads, and unfolded as many times as 

needed, and makes no noise whatsoever. 

 

At that time, there was only one manufacturer in Great Britain that had perfected the 

technology of printing on silk, and that was John Waddington Ltd.  When approached by the 

government, Waddington was only too happy to do its bit for the war effort. By coincidence, 

Waddington was also the U.K. Licensee for the popular American board game Monopoly.  

As it happened, 'games and pastimes' was a category of item qualified for insertion into  

‘CARE packages', dispatched by the International Red Cross to prisoners of war. 

  

Under the strictest of secrecy, in a securely guarded and inaccessible old workshop on the 

grounds of Waddington's, a group of sworn-to-secrecy employees began mass-producing 

escape maps, keyed  to each region of Germany , Italy , France or where ever Allied POW 

camps were located.  When processed, these maps could be folded into such tiny dots that 

they would actually fit inside a Monopoly playing piece. 

  

As long as they were at it, the clever workmen at Waddington's also managed to add: 

1. A playing token, containing a small compass. 

2. A two-part metal file that could easily be screwed together. 

3. Useful amounts of genuine high-denomination German, Italian, and French 

currency, hidden within the piles of Monopoly money! 

 

British and American air crews were advised, before taking off on their first  mission, how to 

identify a 'rigged' Monopoly set – by means of a tiny red dot, one cleverly rigged to look like  

an ordinary printing glitch, located in the corner of the Free Parking  square. Of the estimated 

35,000 Allied POWS who successfully escaped, an estimated one-third were aided in their 

flight by the rigged Monopoly sets.  Everyone who did so was sworn to secrecy 

indefinitely, since the British Government might want to use this highly successful ruse in 

still another, future war. 

 

The story wasn't declassified until 2007, when the surviving craftsmen from Waddington's, as 

well as the firm itself, were finally honoured in a public ceremony. 

It's always nice when you can play that 'Get Out of Jail' Free' card! 



------------------------------------------- 

 

Husband returns home late from the golf course  

Wife, "Where have you been? You said you'd be done with golf by noon! 

Husband, "I'm so sorry Honey, but you probably don't want to hear the reason. 

Wife, "I want the truth, and I want it NOW ! 

Husband, "Fine, We finished our 18 holes in under 4 hours, quick beer in the Clubhouse, then 

I hopped in the car and would have been home at midday. But on the way home, I spotted a 

girl half our age struggling with a flat tire. I changed it in a jiffy, and next she's offering me 

money. Of course, I refuse it. Then she tells me she was headed to the bar at the Sheraton - 

and begs me to stop so she can buy me a beer. She's such a sweetie, I said yes. Before you 

know it one beer turned to three and four, and I guess we were looking pretty good to each 

other. Then she tells me she has a room at the Sheraton less than 50 steps from our table. 

She suggested we get some privacy while pulling me by the hand. Now I'm in her room, 

clothes are flying, the talking stopped, and we proceeded to have sex in every way 

imaginable. It must have gone on for hours, because before I know it the clock says 5:30. I 

jumped up, threw my clothes on, ran to the car, and here I am. There! You wanted the truth, 

so you got it. 

Wife, "Bullshit! You played 36 holes, didn't you! 

------------------------------------------- 

 

Chapter 36: Vung Tau – Rest in Country and the Bar Girls! by Ian Cavanough 

Reproduced from FUN, FEAR, FRIVOLITY by Ian Cavanough - A tale by an Aussie infantry soldier 

in the Vietnam War 

Vung Tau is a rather large town on the coast about an hour’s truck ride south from Nui Dat 

on the south-eastern end of the delta.  We’ve been down there a couple of times now, staying 

at the Peter Badcoe Club, a facility built especially as a place for Australian soldiers to have 

down time as a getaway from it all – except you can only go there as a whole rifle company 

with all your dickhead mates.  I mean, I’ve lived with these guys 24/7 for 12 months now. A 

break from them would be nice. 

The Badcoe Club is located right on the beach inside the 1
st
 Australian Logistical Support 

Group base camp.  It has a swimming pool and if you time it right you may be entertained by 

a visiting concert group. 

Once there, we store our weapons, throw off the green Army suit and change into civilian 

clothes ready to hit the town in pursuit of leisure – the Army makes us do this you understand 

– but only for 36 hours. 

We are paid in MPC (Military Payment Certificate) which looks like monopoly money.  

MPCs are meant to keep the American greenback out of the black market.  We must 

exchange our MPCs into the local currency called Dong.  We exchange $20 at the base and 

exchange the rest in town where the going rate is much better.  But don’t tell anyone I said 

that. 

We travel into town by Lambrettas, essentially a motor scooter with seats in the back.  It 

costs $1 to go to town.  In town we check out the local culture, the museum, the library, the 

hill covered in Buddha statues, including the reclining Buddha, the temple – that kinda-thing. 

Oh, who am I kidding, we hit the town to get to the bars and the bargirls. 

They gave us the lectures – don’t walk around by yourself, don’t stray from the centre of 

town, don’t visit establishments unless they display the sign (some approval sign where a 

govt hack declares the girls clean and free from disease by medical inspection every month), 

don’t get pissed, don’t smoke mary-jane, don’t carry a weapon, don’t carry pornographic 

material, respect the local population. We are here at the invitation of the South Vietnamese 
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Government, what you do reflects not only on the Army but also on Australia, blah, blah, 

blah…… 

An hour after being in town a guy from 1 Platoon smoked weed, bought naked-girl playing 

card and, to complete the trifecta, bought a flick knife.  Trivial shit for a combat soldier in a 

war zone taking some time off.  If he was a psycho the Army would not have trained him to 

kill and given him the weapons and authority to do so.  But now armed with all these 

contraband items he is suddenly a danger to society.  He gets nabbed by the MPs.  They cart 

him off as his mates boo and jeer.  This is why they take our rifles off us – so we have 

nothing to fight the pogo MPs with.  Bastards.  It must have been a slow day for them, you 

know – no shootings/stabbings/punch-ups or anything like that going on.  Maybe we should 

start a riot so they earn their punch-up money. 

An hour later he is back in town.  The MPs took him back to the Peter Badcoe Club and told 

him not to be a naughty boy.  What else could they do, lock him up?  Who then would close 

with and engage the enemy in actual combat? Not the fucking pogo MPs, that’s for sure. 

We hit the strip where the bars are located.  They are similar to the milk bars back home 

except they serve beer and girls.  There is a counter on the side or at the rear, and down the 

other side are a number of cubicles, and in the centre, normal tables and chairs.  Just getting 

inside one of these bars is a hassle.  The girls, all with heavy makeup, short dresses and small 

tits, wait at the doorway to coax you into their place.  As you step in they grab you on the 

genitals, the bum and everywhere else as they giggle and bounce up and down while you 

dance around them trying to get inside.  Well that’s if you are a new guy.  An experienced 

guy pushes the girls aside saying “Didi mau,” and barges straight through. 

These girls are the day shift.  Only a limited number are for hire.  Their job is to extract 

money from you by getting you to buy them ‘Saigon Tea’.  I dunno what this drink is, and I 

dunno any bloke who has had a taste, but I suspect it is just jube juice – or flavoured water to 

you civilians.  When you sit down, the girls are all over you, stroking your leg and holding 

your hand; they make you feel like a man women can’t resist. 

Now, Australian soldiers are tightarses, we just want a couple of beers and bit of a giggle 

without any hassle. Budweiser Beer cost $1 in the bars, which is five times the cost of real 

beer (Australian beer) back at Nui Dat.  None of us drink spirits, well not if we are paying for 

them, as they are too expensive.  And if we want a girl we’d rather wait until after dark when 

the price is cheaper.  They wrote a song about us.  Uc-dai-loi is the Vietnamese term for 

Australian. 

 

Uc-dai-loi, Cheap Charlie, 

He no buy me Saigon tea, 

Saigon tea costs many many P, 

Uc-dai-loi he Cheap Charlie. 

 

We have strategies to upset the girls, so they leave us alone, but we don’t use them straight 

away of course, we want them to cuddle and smooch us a bit first.  A good strategy that 

upsets them is to hold hands and use sign language to let them know that me and my mate are 

an item.  This really upsets the girls.  They shout and gesticulate and off they go in a huff. 

These girls have some sort of code.  If you visited a bar before and spent the night with one 

of the girls, then you are expected to come back to the same girl.  If you want another girl 

they will label you a ‘butterfly.’  So this is strategy number two.  When you come into a bar 

and a couple of your mates are having a beer surrounded by girls, you take one of the girls by 

the hand and say, “You butterfly, you belong to me, what you doing with him!”  The girls get 

a look of horror on their face, and then you pretend to start a fight with your mate.  The girls 

soon scatter leaving us all to have a rollicking good laugh. 



Well it’s time to take a break from the girls and have a look around town and check back later 

when the night shift arrives. There’s plenty to do.  We can get a haircut and, ahem, get some 

other services while we wait.  Indeed, just by walking down the street, people come up to you 

and ask, “You want girl?” 

There is a large Yank airbase in Vung Tau and about eight of us decide to check it out.  At 

the entrance, a large double gate size opening, is a big black MP.  He is a very imposing 

figure indeed.  We walk in through the open gate, line abreast, real confident like.  The black 

man-mountain speaks, “Hey you guys.” 

We stop and turn to face him, with pained expressions on our faces.  “You guys know you 

are supposed to go through that building over there,” the big guy points to a building where 

people are lining up to go in.  It’s probably a security check thing. 

Smithy rolls his eyes and says in the broadest Australian accent, “Gees youse blokes, come 

on, let’s do what this big bloke fucking well says.” 

“Don’t worry about it this time guys, but next time, you go through the god damn building.” 

We scarper off before he has us arrested and searched or something and we enter what seems 

to be a wonderland.  What a place.  Choppers taxi towards runways about a metre off the 

ground, there are traffic lights to direct them.  There are jets taking off and landing almost 

continuously, the noise is deafening.  As we move deeper into the base we pass by some 

maintenance hangers and I can see Cobra gunships being stripped down for service and 

repair.  I pause to take a photo.  One of the guys working on the Cobra gunship stops, looks 

up at me and yells out to his mate, “Hey Chuck, move back a little, the man’s trying to take a 

photo!”  Doncha just love the Yanks? 

We found the soldiers club and invited ourselves in.  The sign out the front says ‘Zulu Club’. 

 It was just like a nightclub inside.  We settled down at a table and started to make real gooses 

of ourselves by being brash and noisy, real over the top ocker stuff, to entertain the Yanks 

with. 

The Yanks are funny guys.  They don’t seem to form large groups like we do.  They are in 

groups of two or three, indeed many are by themselves.  I went to the bar for a shout and this 

guy introduces himself and wants to buy me a drink. “What will you have, a whisky?” 

“Ah, geez, fair crack of the whip mate. If I don’t get these beers back to those pack of 

drongos over there they’ll fucking well lynch me, no risk mate!” 

Then I overheard another Yank coming out of the toilet.  He said, “Don’t go in there, there’s 

FOUR of them in there!” 

A few blokes come up to say hello, but most stay back a little just watching our antics as we 

ham it up.  It’s a wonder they didn’t toss us out.  There is a stage at the front and a guy steps 

up to the microphone, “Gentlemen welcome to the Zulu Club.  We hope you are enjoying 

your stay with us. There will be some live music in about an hour so we hope you can stay 

for the show.  Now, are there any men here from the 173
rd
Airborne Brigade?” 

Somebody must have raised their hand. 

“Go to the bar gentlemen and collect your champagne.” 

“What about the Australians?” Gee that sounded like Smithy who was talking to some black 

guys way down the back. 

“Are there any gentlemen here from the 1
St

 Cavalry Division?  Aha, welcome.  Your 

champagne is waiting at the bar?” 

“What about the Australians?” 

“Are there any gentlemen here from Austewalia?” 

“YEEAAAHHH!!!!  WOOHOO!!! BEWDY BOTTLA BONZA!!” 

“Gentlemen your champagne is waiting at the bar with our compliments.” 



Smithy races to the bar and comes back with a magnum of champagne.  We didn’t need 

glasses.  With much noise and mayhem, we passed the bottle around and demolished the 

magnum real quick. 

Well, having been paid homage to by the Yanks, we settle down and start to act normally.  

Those Yanks are friendly types, but they are so gullible.  They want to know all about 

Australia, so we tell them all about the drop bears and kangawallafoxes and stuff. 

Soon the entertainment starts.  The live music is very good, much better than the Shades and 

Silhouettes, two top bands that played at the dances at Cootamundra and surrounding towns.  

They were Philippinos: the band sounded great and the singer had a really good voice and 

sang all the songs we knew; but we were looking at the backup singers and dribbling at the 

mouth. 

“Shit what time is it?”  It was 8.30pm.  Curfew was at 10.00pm.  A couple of us leave the 

others and leg it down to the bars.  We manage to find another couple of blokes from the 

platoon at about 9 pm, many of them are paired up with the girls already, you know, the ones 

you can dance with back at their place. 

Now here is the important bit – and it requires a sober mind and a steady nerve.  The deal to 

get a girl must be done by 9.30pm so that you are off the streets by curfew.  If you make your 

move too early you may pay too much.  As 9.30 approaches, the prices start to fall.  If you 

leave your run too late all the good lookin’ girls are taken, leaving you only the, ah, energetic 

ones to choose from.  It becomes a strategy play as to when to make your move.  It’s even 

harder when you are full of American beer, champagne and a couple of whiskeys. 

You don’t have to do anything, you just sit there and the girls come to you.  “My name Lin, 

you like me?” Lin looked OK, so I nodded.  She came close to me and kissed me on the neck, 

you know, that thing that women do to men.  It sent tingles down my body.  I pay Lin in 

Vietnamese money, about $17.  I would have paid more if she had asked.  She checks in with 

Mama-san and I head off into the night with her.  I am fuelled up and I have plenty of 

bravado.  I am not concerned about my safety as I am a rough tough jungle fighter.  I am 10 

feet tall and bulletproof.  We walk to Lin’s place with not much time to spare.  Curfew means 

that no one is on the streets. 

Lin has a small flat she shares with a friend but the friend is not there.  Lin tries to pronounce 

my name.  She can’t say ‘Ian.’ I tell her my last name, Cavanough, and she manages to say 

“Kevin.”  I think that’s close enough.  Maybe I should get her to try and pronounce 

‘Knackers.’  “Kevin, take shirt off, come to me.” Lin moves to the rear of the flat, she turns 

and looks at me with that ‘come and take me look.’  As I move forward, she hands me a 

bucket, and, with a curling finger, she takes me over to a well.  “Water.” 

As I stand beside the well with the bucket in my hand and my mouth open, she moves over to 

two rather large vats.  “You fill, please?”  They have no bloody plumbing, so I have to draw 

bloody water from their bloody well, carry it to some bloody large vats and bloody well fill 

them up.  It took me a few trips as I was spilling a fair bit; I think the floor was a little 

uneven. 

Pretty soon the water job is done, and I have a sweat up. “Kevin wash now.” Lin takes me to 

the bathroom.  There are no taps or shower rose, just a vat of water and a ladle.  As I am 

washing myself, I can see she is checking my body out.  “Sores on legs” she says pointing to 

my lower legs. 

“Leeches” I tell her and then make my fingers move like a leech.  She has a closer look, nods 

and then smiles.  I pass the medical test.  “Teeth” she says pointing to a tooth brush. The 

toothbrush is old and the bristles are all splayed outwards.  I wonder how many mouths it has 

given service to.  I pretend to brush but I use my finger to smear toothpaste on my teeth.  She 

doesn’t notice my subterfuge. 



Finally we are off to bed.  Living rough in the jungle, patrolling to the point of exhaustion, 

being sleep deprived with very little food, and limited water for a few weeks at a time makes 

one yearn for the softer feminine things in life; a need to be pampered.  Lin pampered me.  I 

drifted off to sleep with a bloody great big smile on my face. 

Suddenly she is waking me.  “Police, quick.”  She takes me to the back door and pushes me 

out.  She places her finger up to her lips signalling me to keep quiet; then she closes the 

door.  I look around, it is very dark but I can see that I am in a small triangular yard.  The 

back fence is small and I can see other buildings over the fence.  I can’t see any gate though. 

So here I am somewhere in Vung Tau in the middle of the night locked out of a building.  I’m 

lucky I’m not naked, I have my underdaks on, but that’s it.  I can hear voices at the front of 

the flat.  Apparently the White Mice (Police) give the girls a hard time, they want money or 

favours. 

Well what am I going to do now?  If I am stranded here I guess I’ll have to wait until 

morning and make it back to town in my underdaks.  The only thing that worried me was the 

ribbing I would get from my mates.  Gee no wonder they call us dumb grunts. 

A few minutes later the door opens and Lin grabs me and pulls me inside.  She is very 

apologetic and takes my hand. “Kevin like Lin?” 

“Lin is shit hot!” 

“Lin shit hot!” She repeats what I said and she seems very pleased with my assessment of 

her.  She takes me back into her bedroom and pampers me some more. 

I am in man heaven. 

 

 
Reproduced from FUN, FEAR, FRIVOLITY – A tale by an Aussie infantry soldier in the 

Vietnam War                                                                                                                                                                 
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An amazing 2 letter English word.  

A reminder that one word in the English language that can be a noun, verb, adjective, adverb 

and preposition. UP  

This two-letter word in English has more meanings than any other two-letter word, and that 

word is 'UP.' It is listed in the dictionary as an [adv.], [prep.], [adj.], [n] or [v].  

It's easy to understand UP, meaning toward the sky or at the top of the list, but when we 

awaken in the morning, why do we wake UP?  

At a meeting, why does a topic come UP? Why do we speak UP, and why are the officers UP 

for election and why is it UP to the secretary to write UP a report? We call UP our friends, 

brighten  

UP a room, polish UP the silver, warm UP the leftovers and clean UP the kitchen. We lock 

UP the house and fix UP the old car.  

At other times, this little word has real special meaning. People stir UP trouble, line UP for 

tickets, work UP an appetite, and think UP excuses.  

To be dressed is one thing but to be dressed UP is special.  

And this UP is confusing: A drain must be opened UP because it is stopped UP.  

We open UP a store in the morning, but we close it UP at night. We seem to be pretty mixed 

UP about UP!  

almost 1/4 of the page and can add UP to about thirty definitions.  

To be knowledgeable about the proper uses of UP, look UP the word UP in the dictionary. In 

a desk-sized dictionary, it takes UP quarter of a page.  



If you are UP to it, you might try building UP a list of the many ways UP is used. It will take 

UP a lot of your time, but if you don't give UP, you may wind UP with a hundred or more.  

When it threatens to rain, we say it is clouding UP. When the sun comes out, we say it is 

clearing UP. When it rains, the earth soaks it UP. When it does not rain for a while, things 

dry UP. One could go on and on, but I'll wrap it UP! For now my time is UP!  

----------------------------------------- 

 

Two Irish friends leave the pub. One says to other, 'I can't be bothered to walk all the way 

home.' 

'I know, me too but we've no money for a cab and we've missed the last bus home.' 

'We could steal a bus from the depot.' replies his mate. 

They arrive at the bus depot and one goes in to get a bus while the other keeps a look-out. 

 

After shuffling around for ages, the lookout shouts, 'What are you doing? Have ye not found 

one yet?' 

'I can't find a No. 91' 

'Oh Jeysus Christ, take the No. 14 and we'll walk from the roundabout.  
----------------------------------------- 

 

 
 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

Outside the Castlemaine RSL in central Victoria 

 

 

Found in a second shop 
 

The once everywhere 

‘Tables Personnel, for the use 

of’. 

 

Unfortunately, this one is 

not in pristine the condition 

that we always maintained! 



 
 

A 100mm K 04/14 No 759 Field Gun and 150 mm Howitzer Short Rang Howitzer, both 

made by the German manufacturer Krupp, gifted to the City of Castlemaine by the Australian 

Government in 1920. A large number of artillery and infantry weapons, tanks and other 

equipment captured by the Australian Imperial Forces during what was subsequently referred 

to as the First World War, were returned to Australia, initially often for research. 

Subsequently this equipment was offered to Australian cities, towns and villages on a sliding 

scale of the equipment relating to the size of the population of the recipient location. 

 

Interestingly, in 1914, most of steel railway track for many lines in Australia had previously 

been made by Krupp and imported to Australia. 

--------------------------------------------- 

 



 
 

--------------------------------------- 

 

A cutaway British 18 

pounder shrapnel round as 
used on the Western Front in 
France and Belgian in 1914-
1918.  
 
It contained 125 shrapnel 
balls and this one was 
armed with the French 
beehive fuse. 
 
Shrapnel rounds were used 
extensively in 1914 to 1916 
but were largely replaced by 
HE rounds for the HR round 
far superior wire cutting 
ability and the various Gas 
rounds for their anti-
personnel effect. 
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